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Centre slaps a fine of
X152 cr. on Telangana
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AIIMS hacked

Patient wait: People seen waiting at AIIMS, Delhi as billings are handled manually. Computer servers at
the institute are down after hackers targeted them six days ago. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA (REPORT ON PAGE 10)

SIA to get 25.1% in Al as part of
Vistara merger deal with Tata

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Singapore Airlines will get
a 25.1% stake in Air India
and make an investment of
%2,059 crore in the Tata-
owned airline as part of an
agreement to merge their
joint venture Vistara with

the larger Indian carrier.
The merger will allow
the Tata group to consoli-
date the different airlines it
owns under an enlarged
Air India group. Earlier this
month, Air India also fully
bought out budget carrier
AirAsia India from Malay-
sia’s  AirAsia  Aviation

Group and said it would
combine it with Al's low-
cost Air India Express unit.
Tata Sons purchased
both Air India and Air In-
dia Express from the go-
vernment in January.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Doubling court strength
won’t end pendency: SC

Judiciary is overburdened because of the system, says Chief Justice of India Chandrachud; he

points out that it is already difficult to find good lawyers to fill judicial vacancies in High Courts

@

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday said
that increasing the

number of judges will not
demolish the perennial
problem of pendency, not-
ing that it is already diffi-
cult finding good lawyers
to accept the call to the
Bench in High Courts.

The court said that a pu-
blic interest litigation (PIL)
petition seeking to “dou-
ble” the number of judges
in the High Courts and the
district judiciary was a
rather “simplistic” solu-
tion to arrears.

At one point, Chief Jus-
tice of India D.Y. Chandra-
chud asked petitioner-ad-
vocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay whether he
wanted the Supreme Court
to increase its judicial

Gehlot, Pilot share a
platform ahead of
yatras State entry

Jaipur on Tuesday. PTI

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

Days after Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
made some stinging re-
marks on his former depu-
ty Sachin Pilot, the two
Congress leaders appeared
together in a show of soli-

United front: K.C. Venugopal wi

th Ashok Gehlot and Sachin Pilot in

darity here on Tuesday.
Both of them affirmed
that former party president
Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo
Yatra, entering the State on
December 4, would be an
“outstanding success”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Nadav Lapid ‘abused
invitation to IFFI
panel: Israeli envoy

Kallol Bhattacherjee
Devesh K. Pande
NEW DELHI

Filmmaker Nadav Lapid
has “abused” Indian hospi-
tality by referring to the
film The Kashmir Files as
“propaganda” and “vul-
gar”, the Israel’s Ambassa-
dor to India has said.

In an “open letter” to
Mr. Lapid, the Israeli en-
voy, Naor Gilon, equated
the film on the exile of the
Pandit community from
the Kashmir Valley with
Steven Spielberg’s Holo-
caust classic Schindler’s
List and urged the filmmak-
er to “justify” his criticism
of the film.

“In Indian culture, they
say that a guest is like God.
You have abused in the

Naor Gilon

worst way the Indian invi-
tation to chair the panel of
judges at @IFFIGoa as well
as the trust, respect, and
warm hospitality they have
bestowed on you,” Mr. Gi-
lon said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Betting for exotic meat, gambling dens in
Manipur descend further into illegality

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

Betting in parts of Manipur
has literally gone wild.

Police and forest officials
in the State’s Ukhrul town
have been scanning “gam-
bling dens” following re-
ports of wild animals -
dead or alive — being of-
fered as prizes for raffle
draws. Ukhrul is about 80
km northeast of the State
capital Imphal.

Wildlife activists based in
the town said there have
been instances of people
buying raffle draw tickets
ranging from 100 to I500
to try their luck to win exot-
ic meat. The larger or rarer
the bird or animal or body
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Wild wager: Binturong (or bearcat) is among several offerings of

exotic meat at Ukhrul’s gambling groups. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

part, the higher the price of
the ticket.

“Such cases of gambling
with a wildlife twist have
been happening under the
very noses of the authori-
ties, particularly on a 5-km
stretch where the Mini Se-

»

cretariat is located,” an acti-
vist said, declining to be
named.

Some of these raffle
draws and other forms of
gambling are organised un-
der the pretext of raising
funds for some cause or the

other, he added.

Apart from wild boars
and deer, animals such as
binturong (an arboreal
mammal also known as
bearcat), squirrels and fly-
ing foxes (bats) have been
found to be on offer. Diffe-
rent types of birds such as
the grey-sided thrush and
tragopans (often called
horned pheasants) have al-
so been spotted. The Blyth’s
tragopan is the State bird of
adjoining Nagaland.

“We are scanning the pu-
blic places where such cas-
es [of raffle draws] have
been reported from. We
have not detected any case
after the report,” Shanngam
Shaliwo, the divisional for-
est officer said.

strength to 70 from the
current 34.

Mr. Upadhyay said that
the judge-population ratio
in developed countries
was 50 for every million.
Mr. Upadhyay said that
there were at least 10 crore
cases pending in the dis-
trict judiciary alone.

“Then let me tell you so-
mething. This kind of peti-
tion will not be heard by

This kind of petition
will not be heard by

the American Supreme Court.
That is also the reality of our
judicial system... that we have
widened access to the Su-
preme Court to a point that is
becoming dysfunctional

D.Y. CHANDRACHUD,
> Chief Justice of India

the American Supreme
Court. That is also the real-
ity of our judicial system...
that we have widened ac-
cess to the Supreme Court
to a point that is becoming
dysfunctional. This peti-
tion will not be entertained
by the U.S. or the U.K. Su-
preme Courts,” Chief Jus-
tice Chandrachud reacted.

The Chief Justice said
that the judiciary was

“overburdened because of
the system”. He added, “If
we apply the brakes, we
will be absolutely clear of
arrears.”

“The American Su-
preme Court does not hear
lawyers on whether you
should admit a case for
hearing. The U.K. Supreme
Court decides which 180
cases they have to hear,”
the CJI observed orally.

Chief Justice Chandra-
chud recounted how,
when he was the Chief Jus-
tice of the Allahabad High
Court, he had received a
letter from the Law Minis-
ter to increase the judicial
strength in the court by
25%. “I said ‘good heavens,
I cannot fill up my 160 and
you want to increase from
160 by 25%’,” the CJI said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

IN BRIEF
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Gujarat Phase 1
campaign ends

AHMEDABAD

Campaigning for the first phase
of Gujarat Assembly election to
be held on December 1 ended
on Tuesday evening. As many
as 788 candidates are in the
fray for 89 seats in 19 districts
in Saurashtra and south
Guijarat. » Page 11

Will empower
RWAS financially,
says Kejriwal

NEW DELHI

With only five days to go for
the MCD elections, AAP chief
Arvind Kejriwal on Tuesday
promised political and
financial powers besides the
status of “mini councillors” to
the city’s RWAs. » Page 2

OPPORTUNITIES » PAGE 3
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MCD polls:
three
contestants,
each with
something
different

to offer

At least 1,350 candidates
are in the fray for the
December 4 civic polls

in the city. While most

of them have been active
in mainstream politics,
some do not fit the bill
of a typical politician.
Mehul Malpani spoke to
three such candidates
who come from humble
backgrounds and

stand out for their
uniqueness

SCRAP DEALER
4 @ The BJP, in its efforts to win over Pasmanda Muslims (the socially
disadvantaged majority of India's Muslims), has fielded four

candidates from the community. One of them is 50-year-old Irfan Malik
contesting from Chandni Mahal (Ward No. 76).

Mr. Malik says, as a Muslim, he never experienced any kind of
discrimination in his party. He joined the BJP 10 years ago and is a scrap
dealer by profession. Mr. Malik is confident of becoming the first-ever BJP
councillor from Chandni Mahal. Garbage and clean water are the two issues
ailing his ward, he says.

*,& SANITATION WORKER

&{ After finishing his shift at 3.30 p.m. at Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU), where he works as a sanitation worker, Jitender Kumar, CPI

(ML) candidate from Lado Sarai (Ward No. 154) starts his poll campaign.

A resident of Kusumpur Pahari slum near Vasant Vihar, Mr. Kumar has
been working on the JNU campus for nearly 18 years on a contract basis.
Mr. Kumar says the private agency he works for has sent him a show-
cause notice objecting to his candidature. His family has also expressed
reservations about his political foray. "I am not going to back down from
serving the poor even if I'm fired,” the 37-year-old says.

TRANSGENDER
g From north-west Delhi's Sultanpuri (A) ward AAP has fielded

Bobby Kinnar, a transgender candidate known for helping the
homeless since her teenage years. The 38-year-old candidate, also known as
‘Bobby Netaji', says growing up she often found herself at the receiving end
of slurs over her identity.

"The people of the ward, who have showered so much love on me, are the
biggest source of strength for me. My goal is to promote education in my
ward. | want to generate resources to help people get a better education. |
work for everyone, not just people from my own community,” said Ms. Bobby.

HC grants ‘last opportunity’ to Centre
to respond to pleas on Jamia violence

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday granted “one last
opportunity” to the Centre
to submit its response to a
plea seeking transfer from
Delhi Police to an indepen-
dent agency the investiga-
tion into the cases related to

violence on the Jamia Millia
Islamia (JMI) campus in De-
cember 2019. Police person-
nel had entered the campus
to control students’ protests
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act. A Bench
of Justices Siddharth Mridul
and Talwant Singh asked
the Centre to file within a
week its reply to the appli-
cation seeking the setting

up of a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) to probe alleged
police atrocities during the
protests.

The court was hearing a
batch of petitions moved by
lawyers, students of JMI and
residents of Okhla in south
Delhi against “erring police
officers”. It posted the mat-
ter for next hearing on De-
cember 13. Delhi Police had

earlier defended its deci-
sion to enter the university,
saying it was done to con-
trol the “aggravated form of
unlawful assembly”. Advo-
cate Colin Gonsalves, ap-
pearing for petitioner Nabi-
la Hasan, said at the time of
the incident, the students
were holding peaceful prot-
ests but police “attacked
them mercilessly”.

Will financially empower
RWAS if AAP wins: Kejriwal

RWAs say they should be strengthened without having to take sides; CM jolted after we promised

participatory roles for RWAs: BJP; BJP has deployed all its might to fight an aam aadmi: Kejriwal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ith only five
w days left for the

Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD)
elections, Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) chief Arvind Kejri-
wal promised political and
financial powers besides
the status of “mini council-
lors” to the city’s Resident
Welfare Associations
(RWAs).

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Tuesday,
the AAP chief said, “People
would not have to chase
politicians anymore to get
their work done. We will
provide funds to the RWAs
to help them run their of-
fices.” The Delhi CM said
the intent behind this
scheme is to decentralise
power and make “every ci-
ty-dweller a Chief Minis-
ter”.

The AAP national con-
vener addressed Delhi’s
voters after a break of over
a week, during which he
was campaigning for the
Gujarat Assembly election.
The Delhi CM went on a
door-to-door campaign in

ke dodaa M

L

The intent behind the scheme is to decentralise power, said Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. PTI

Chirag Delhi and clicked
selfies with people. He said
the BJP has deployed seven
CMs and 17 Cabinet Minis-
ters to fight an aam aadmi.

BJP’s MCD election
management committee
chief Ashish Sood said the
BJP in its manifesto made a
commitment of giving a
participatory role to the
RWAEs in the functioning of
the MCD.

“The same got a huge
response from the RWAs,

which jolted the Chief Mi-
nister forcing him to re-
turn to mohalla sabhas and
RWAS,” he said.
Welcoming the announ-
cement, joint front presi-
dent of east Delhi RWAs
B.S. Vohra said, “Cash as-
sistance should not be gi-
ven to RWAs; it can cause a
law-and-order situation.
The money should rather
go to the Sub Divisional
Magistrates (SDMs) and the
RWAs must be kept in the

loop about the work being
executed. More important-
ly, this concept should be
apolitical in nature. We
should not be made to ask
for votes for any party.”

Atul Goyal, who heads
United Residents Joint Ac-
tion (URJA), said, “The
idea to make the RWAs the
torch-bearers of AAP is
highly objectionable. The
RWA are non-political or-
ganisations and should re-
main so.”

Trilokpuri

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A team of the Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL)
reached Trilokpuri in east
Delhi on Tuesday to collect
samples from the refrigera-

tor and bathroom of the
house where a 45-year-old
man was allegedly stabbed
to death by his wife and
stepson in May this year.
The accused, who were
arrested on Saturday last,
had allegedly dismem-

bered the body of the vic-
tim, Anjan Das, into 10
pieces and stored them in
their fridge before dump-
ing them in a field less than
a kilometre from their
house. The mother-son
duo had allegedly drained

the blood of the victim in
their bathroom.

A senior police officer
said the FSL team will ana-
lyse the samples collected
from the house and pro-
vide a report to police on
whether they match with

murder: FSL team searches house for samples

the DNA sample of Anjan’s
children from his first wife
in Bhagalpur, Bihar.
Sources said the police
have still not recovered the
weapon of offence used by
the accused to stab and dis-
member Anjan’s body.

Mehrauli murder:
Aftab’s narco test
likely tomorrow

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Murder accused Aftab Poo-
nawalla was subjected to
the fifth round of polygraph
test on Tuesday, and is like-
ly to undergo a narco-analy-
sis test on Thursday, police
officers said.

Assistant Director of Fo-
rensic Science Laboratory,
Rohini, Sanjeev Gupta said
Aftab came to the FSL office
around 10 a.m. and re-
turned to Tihar jail by
around 3 p.m. “He cooper-
ated in the tests; we will
send the report to the Delhi
police in two to three days,”
Mr. Gupta said. Aftab

A senior FSL official con-
firmed that Aftab will un-
dergo the narco-analysis
test on Thursday. “The re-
port of the polygraph tests
will be submitted around
the same time,” the official
said.

Aftab’s narco test will be
conducted inside the Tihar

jail in the presence of FSL
and police officers. On
Monday, some sword-
wielding men attacked a
police van in which Aftab
was being taken to the FSL’s
office. = The attackers
claimed to be from a right-
wing outfit, Hindu Sena.
They were not able to enter
the van and harm Aftab as
police personnel promptly
dispersed them.

Security has been beefed
up outside the FSL office in
Rohini in the wake of Mon-
day’s incident, sources
said. Paramilitary person-
nel have been deployed
outside the laboratory to
prevent any mishaps or an-
ti-social  activities, the
sources added.

DCP (Rohini) G.S. Sidhu
said two persons have been
arrested and a case under
IPC sections pertaining to
obstructing a public ser-
vant from discharging duty
has been lodged against
them.

Check past
records of
drivers, police
tell Uber

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police on Tuesday
asked Uber to verify the
past records of drivers be-
fore onboarding them and
suggested that a mechan-
ism be put in place to
check their alcohol con-
sumption levels.

Delhi Traffic Police Ad-
ditional Commissioner Ma-
hesh Chandra Bharadwaj,
speaking at Uber’s safety
feature launch, said that
drunken driving has been a
major factor in violations
of traffic rules in the city.

Mr. Bharadwaj said a
mechanism should be put
in place to determine
whether or not a driver is
drunk.

“We do the testing
through an alcohol meter.
Can Uber fix something
closer to steering so that if
a driver is drunk a notifica-
tion for the same is re-
ceived,” he said.

Air Marshal PV. Iyer (retd.)
launches book on fitness

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI:

“When you’re young, you
don’t worry about old age,
that’s how the problem
starts,” Air Marshal PV Iyer
(retd.) said on Tuesday
while launching his book
‘Fit At Any Age’ at India In-
ternational Centre.

Mr. Iyer, 93, who runs
eight km a day, penned his
journey to fitness in the
book and shared anec-
dotes from his life to ex-

plain how he became mo-
tivated to work out daily.

Start early

He also writes about why
it’s important to work out
and why one’s journey to-
wards fitness should start
early.

The author said he start-
ed his fitness journey at the
age of 47 before which he
did not have any inclina-
tion towards fitness and
working out everyday.

“This book explains

how adhering to a culture
of fitness can keep illnesses
at bay. Exercising streng-
thens the heart and cleans
the blood vessels,” Mr. Iyer
said.

“One needs to move reg-
ularly, you cannot sit idle,”
he said, adding that an idle
body is a devil’s dean.

Mr. Iyer, who supports a
vegan lifestyle, said that it
is important to maintain
healthy eating habits and
consuming a diet that is
low on fat and rich in fiber.

M ND-NDE
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Timings
DELHI
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 30

RISE  06:56 SET 17:25

RISE  12:49 SET 00:00
THURSDAY, DEC. 01

RISE  06:56 SET 17:25

RISE 13:24 SET 00:12
FRIDAY, DEC. 02

RISE  06:57

RISE  13:56

SET 17:25
SET 01:14

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 27 07
Safdarjang 27 07
Palam 25 1

Delhi Palam Today

27°C The weather will be dry.
Shallow fog and mist will occur
in slight cold morning. Day will
be comfortable. Night also will
be slight cold and hazy.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

27°C A dry weather to
continue. Morning will be cold
with shallow fog and mist. Day
will be comfortable. Night will
be slight cold and hazy.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2022
All rights reserved.
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More stringent
anti-conversion
Bill tabled in
Uttarakhand
Assembly

Press Trust of India
DEHRADUN

The winter session of the
Uttarakhand Assembly be-
gan on Tuesday with a
more stringent anti-con-
version Bill among ten le-
gislations tabled in the
House.

To be called Uttarak-
hand Freedom of Religion
(Amendment) Act, 2022,
the Bill seeks to make un-
lawful conversion a cognis-
able and non-bailable of-
fence punishable with
imprisonment for a term of
at least six months to a
maximum of five years.
The offender will also be
imposed with a fine of
10,000 to 325,000.

“No person shall con-
vert, either directly or oth-
erwise, any other person
from one religion to anoth-
er by use or practice of
misrepresentation, force,
undue influence, coercion,
allurement or by any frau-
dulent means,” the draft
Bill said.

BJD, BJP resort to man-to-man
marking to win Padmapur bypoll

With under a week left for polling, there is massive community mobilisation by parties to win this high-stakes Odisha seat

Satyasundar Barik
PAIKMAL (ODISHA)

n 10 years of her mar-
l riage, Subarna Suna,

35, in Bartunda gram
panchayat of this migra-
tion-prone block has hard-
ly seen her husband Raja-
mohan returning home
unscheduled in the middle
of seasonal employment in
brick kilns in other States.
But, this time she hopes to
see him in the first week of
December.

In a region where there
have been alleged inci-
dents of attacks on migrant
workers for refusing to mi-
grate after taking wage ad-
vances, Satrughna Tandi
and his wife, residents of
Katangpali village under
Mithapalli Gram pan-
chayat, have delayed their
annual migration to a brick
kiln in Telangana by a fort-
night. “This time, we have
been allowed to stay till De-
cember 5 to cast our
votes,” they said.

The usual goodies are
showered on the marginal-
ised population as every
vote of over 2.5 lakh elec-
tors counts in the Padma-
pur bypoll which will set
the tone of the political

[l

Tough fight: Poll campaign signboards seen at Padmapur in

N i S,

Bargarh district of Odisha. BISWARANJAN ROUT

battle for the State and gen-
eral election in 2024.

With less than a week
left for the all-important
by-election, political par-
ties — mainly the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) — are
carrying out man-to-man
marking of votes in Padma-
pur constituency, which
shares its border with
Chhattisgarh.

The by-election was ne-
cessitated following the
death of Bijay Ranjan Singh
Bariha, former MLA of
Padmapur. His elder
daughter Barsha Singh Ba-
riha has been fielded by
the BJD, in a bid to primari-
ly garner sympathy votes.
The BJP has fielded Pradip

Purohit, a farmer leader
and former MLA. The by-
poll appears to be a
straight fight between the
BJP and the BJD candi-
dates, although Congress
candidate Satyabhushan
Sahu, a veteran party lead-
er, is trying his best to cor-
ner a large chunk of votes
using his experience.

Defeat in a decade

The bypoll gained huge
traction especially after
‘demoralised’ BJP went on
to win Dhamnagar bypoll
earlier this month. While
the BJP lost all bypolls held
after 2019 election, the
Dhamnagar defeat had al-
so marked first by-election
loss for the BJD in more

than a decade.

At the foothills of Gand-
hamardan, considered the
abode of presiding deity
Lord Nrusinghanath here,
about 2,000 people be-
longing to Gond tribe gath-
ered under the banner of
the BJD to discuss the fu-
ture of the community’s fu-
ture.

“Total number of Gond
voters in three blocks -
Padmapur, Paikmal and
Jharbandh - are 20,000 to
22,000. Our votes would
be crucial in deciding the
poll outcome. We have
been promised financing
for building a temple for
our deities near Nrusingh-
nath Temple,” said Basant
Dharua, who is president
of Gond Samaj in Padma-
pur sub-division.

Prior to candidate selec-
tion, a section of Binjhal
tribe, which Bijay Singh Ba-
riha belonged to, met Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
urging him to nominate a
member of Bariha family.
Ms. Bariha, who is married
to the son of a BJP leader in
Puri, returned home to fill
her father’s shoes.

Similarly, a delegation of
farmer community Kulta
Samaj in Bargarh district

met Mr. Patnaik and urged
him to provide one acre
and financial assistance for
building a Dharmasala (a
low-cost boarding facility
for pilgrims) at Puri. Kul-
tas, also have a significant
vote share in Padmapur
constituency. Meher Sa-
maj, another community,
from Bargarh district too
met the Chief Minister. It is
stated to be the BJD’s at-
tempt to bring all com-
munities to back its
candidate.

Home Singh Majhi, a
leader of Gond community
and BJP leader, has been in
touch with his tribe.
“Members of Gond tribe
have been cautioned not to
divide the community on
political lines. It is all BJD’s
propaganda to influence
the bypoll,” said Mr. Majhi.
Tribals constitute over 35%
of Padmapur voters.

As the political climate
is heating up, income tax
officials on Monday con-
ducted raids on the pre-
mises of businessmen hav-
ing close association with
the BJD. In what was seen
as a counter action, Goods
and Services Tax officials
went after business houses
with BJP links.

‘Don’t use any
weapon to glorify,
threaten someone’

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

The Punjab Police on Tues-
day said that while a per-
son can carry a licensed
weapon, it should not be
glorified or used in a way
to threaten someone, even
as the Dal Khalsa dismissed
the prevalence of ‘gun cul-
ture’ in Punjab.

Inspector-General  of
Police (Headquarters)
Sukhchain Singh Gill said
there is no restriction on is-
suing new arms licences
and carrying them for pur-
pose of self-defence in the
State.

The Punjab Police had
on November 26 asked pe-
ople to remove objectiona-
ble content promoting
‘gun culture’ from their so-
cial media handles within
72 hours. The three-day ul-
timatum ended on
Tuesday.

Clearing the air over the
confusion created about
the drive against the glorifi-
cation of arms, he said, “A
person can carry his/her li-
censed weapon, but
should not glorify or dis-
play it in a way to threaten
someone. Similarly, new
arms licences are being is-
sued on a merit basis consi-
dering threat perception

Police had asked
people to remove
content promoting
‘eun culture’ from
their social media
handles

after proper verification.”

The drive against the
glorification of weapons
was launched in the State,
under which verification of
licensed weapons and ad-
dresses of the licencees is
being carried out.

‘No gun culture’
Meanwhile, the Dal Khalsa
dismissed all talk of a ‘gun
culture’ prevailing in Pun-
jab. In Bathinda, Dal Khal-
sa secretary for human
rights affairs Imaan Singh
Khara said there is no gun
culture prevailing in the
State and it is the political
as well as police leadership
backed by a section of the
media, which has coined
this phrase to defame peo-
ple of Punjab.

Mr. Khara said Dal Khal-
sa rejects and registers
protest against such an or-
der, which, he said, would
further increase insecurity
in the people as the go-
vernment has failed to
uphold the rule of law in
the State.

For a sweet deal
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A long queue of tractor-trolleys loaded with sugarca

produce to a private sugar mill on Tuesday. V. V. KRISHNAN

Loopholes in Haryana
RERA law need to be
fixed, says its chief

The Hindu Bureau
GURUGRAM

Haryana Real Estate Regu-
latory Authority (Guru-
gram) Chairman, K. K.
Khandelwal, on Tuesday
said there were certain loo-
pholes in RERA Act and
called upon the industry
leaders to seek for amend-
ments in the law for the be-
nefit of all the
stakeholders.

He was speaking at the
Haryana Real Estate Sum-
mit 2022 held at Gurugram
and attended by real estate
industry leaders, policy-
makers and bureaucrats.
The summit was organised
by National Real Estate De-
velopment Council (NA-
REDCO), an apex real es-
tate body that works under
the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs.

Mr. Khandelwal called
upon real estate develop-
ers and builders to come
together to seek modifica-
tions and up-gradation in
the real estate act so that
the loopholes could be cor-
rected benefiting all, in-
cluding the buyers. He ad-

ded that the loopholes had
been talked about with a
piecemeal approach for
long without any consis-
tency on their removal. Mr.
Khandelwal suggested to
the industry leaders pre-
sent at the summit to wield
their influence under the
banner of NAREDCO to the
right quarters of the go-
vernment for necessary
changes in RERA Act.

‘Form expert group’

Mr. Khandelwal suggested
that NAREDCO should
form an expert group to
study the law in an objec-
tive manner and submit its
recommendations to the
government for corrective
measures.

“I have been raising the
issue of lacunae in the RE-
RA act for the last couple of
years to inspire the indus-
try for necessary correc-
tions during various inter-
faces with little success
because industry leaders
did not follow-up the issue
with policy makers and
that is why changes in the
Act have not yet,” said Mr.
Khandelwal.
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Meghalaya Cabinet approves 7 outposts

Press Trust of India
SHILLONG

The Meghalaya Cabinet on

Tuesday approved a pro-
posal to set up police out-
posts at seven locations, in-
cluding the violence-hit

Mukroh village where six
people were killed in fir-
ing, along the State’s boun-
dary with Assam.
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T.N. BJP leader alleges security lapses
during PM’s visit to Chess Olympiad

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP ) president K.
Annamalai on Tuesday
submitted a memorandum
to Governor R.N. Ravi, in
which he expressed con-
cern over alleged lapses in
the security arrangement
when Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi visited Chen-
nai during the Chess Olym-
piad in July.

‘Metal detectors faulty’

Claiming to be in posses-
sion of a communication
sent by the Union govern-
ment to the Tamil Nadu
police after the visit, he
said most of the hand-held
metal detectors, door-
frame metal detectors and
bomb detectors were not
in order and overdue for
maintenance or replace-

Tamil Nadu BJP chief K. Annamalai has demanded an impartial

probe into the issue.

ment.

The Intelligence wing of
the State police, which
should have ensured such
lapses did not happen, had
tried to pass the buck by
subsequently writing to
police officers in the rank
of Superintendents of Pol-
ice to check such equip-
ment. He recalled that the

BJP had raised serious con-
cerns over the officer head-
ing the State’s intelligence
wing.

Addressing the media
later, he alleged such se-
rious lapses were an indi-
cation of the deteriorating
law and order situation in
the State.

The party urged the Go-

vernor to instruct the State
government to conduct an
impartial inquiry into the
issue. It requested him to
take steps to conduct an in-
dependent audit of the se-
curity arrangements in im-
portant places and the
quality of the equipment
used.

Online rummy
Asked about the State go-
vernment’s criticism of de-
lay by the Governor in
granting approval for the
Bill to ban online rummy,
Mr. Annamalai clarified his
party favoured the ban and
appealed to Mr. Ravi to
grant assent to it.
Contending that the Go-
vernor may have had con-
cerns over certain legal as-
pects of the Bill, he blamed
the State government for
“conveniently shifting” all
the blame onto Mr. Ravi.

Bommai holds consultation
on boundary row in Delhi

Karnataka’s stand in the border issue is justified, says Chief Minister, adding that he was confident

about a ‘good outcome’; the case is listed before the Supreme Court for hearing today

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

arnataka Chief Mi-
l( nister Basavaraj
Bommai on Tues-

day expressed confidence
about a “good outcome” in
the Karnataka-Maharash-
tra boundary case and as-
serted that as per the
States Reorganisation Act,
1956, its stand is justified.

Mr. Bommai is in the na-
tional capital and held dis-
cussions with senior advo-
cate in the State’s legal
panel Mukul Rohatgi in the
wake of the case being list-
ed to come up before the
Supreme Court for hearing
on Wednesday.

Al j 1E'

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Karnataka CM Basavaraj
Bommai in New Delhi on Tuesday. PTI

The important thing is
the maintainability of Mah-
arashtra’s case, he said.

“In 2017, the then Chief
Justice of the Supreme
Court Dipak Misra had
framed preliminary issues
regarding the maintaina-
bility of the case, which

was challenged by Maha-
rashtra. What should be
our objections or argu-
ments to it has been decid-
ed, and we are confident
that Karnataka’s stand is
justified,” he added.

The border row bet-
ween the two States dates

back to the reorganisation
on linguistic lines. Maha-
rashtra laid claim to Bela-
gavi which was part of the
erstwhile Bombay Presi-
dency as it has a sizable
Marathi-speaking popula-
tion. It also laid claim to 80
Marathi-speaking villages
which are currently part of
Karnataka.

On the question of peo-
ple of more than 42 villages
of Jat taluk in Maharashtra,
wanting to meet him, with
a demand to merge their
areas with Karnataka, Mr.
Bommai said any decision
on this would be taken on-
ly after consulting all polit-
ical parties in the State and
legal experts.

The Kashmir Files has
been politicised: Raut

Abhinay Deshpande
MUMBAI

Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut
on Tuesday spoke on the
controversy over Israeli
filmmaker and jury head of
the 53rd International Film
Festival of India (IFFI) Na-
dav Lapid for his remarks
on the film The Kashmir
Files.

In his speech at the clos-
ing ceremony of the film
festival in Goa, Mr. Lapid
had described the movie as
“propaganda” and “vul-
gar”, and said he was “dis-
turbed and shocked” to see
the film being screened at

the film festival.

Supporting the remarks,
Mr. Raut said the movie
had been ‘politicised’ and
more Kashmiri Pandits suf-
fered after its release. “It
was propaganda by one
party against another. A
party and the government
were busy with publicity...
but the maximum number
of killings in Kashmir oc-
curred after this film was
released,” he said.

He asked where the
filmmakers were when the
Kashmiri Pandits were at-
tacked. “Some money
earned from the movie
should be given to them.”
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Major drama: YSR Telangana Party chief Y.S. Sharmila on her way

to the camp office of Chief Minister in Hyderabad on Tuesday. PTI

YSRTP chief arrested,
gets conditional bail
after protest attempt

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Hyderabad City Police
on Tuesday arrested YSR
Telangana Party (YSRTP)
chief Y.S. Sharmila Reddy
on various charges, includ-
ing theft, criminal intimi-
dation and public nui-
sance. She was later
granted conditional bail.

Ms. Sharmila was at the
centre of a high drama dur-
ing the day after she called
for laying a siege to Pragati
Bhavan, the Telangana
Chief Minister’s camp of-
fice at Punjagutta, to prot-
est against the violent de-
velopments during her
padayatra in Warangal on
Monday.

Her SUV was vandalised
and the caravan she has
been using for the padaya-
tra was set on fire by TRS
activists in Warangal (Ru-
ral) district, reportedly ov-
er her remarks against lo-
cal legislator  Peddi
Sudarshan Reddy.

Many YSRTP suppor-
ters, who assembled for
the gherao, were detained
by the police outside the
Pragati Bhavan here. Ms.
Sharmila, who drove the
same vandalised SUV and

was tailed by the damaged
caravan, was stopped by
the police on Somajiguda
Road.

The police who prevent-
ed her further movement
asked her to get down from
the vehicle. However, a
firm Ms. Sharmila re-
mained seated at the wheel
and locked herself in the
SUV.

The police pressed a
traffic crane, tied and
pulled the SUV with her in-
side all the way till S.R. Na-
gar police station, about
four kilometres away.

High tension prevailed
at the police station too as
several activists gathered
to protest against the pol-
ice action. The police re-
sorted to a lathi charge to
disperse the crowds. Ac-
cording to the Punjagutta
police’s FIR, Ms. Sharmila
drove her vehicle in a rash
and negligent manner.
There was also a huge traf-
fic jam causing inconve-
nience to others, the FIR
read.

She was later produced
before a Magistrate. After a
hearing, the 14th Addition-
al Chief Metropolitan Ma-
gistrate at Nampally grant-
ed her conditional bail.

HC upholds V-C appointment
made by Kerala Governor

Court dismisses State government’s plea against appointment made by Arif Mohammed Khan in

his capacity as Chancellor of university, says that the new V-C was duly qualified for the post

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

he Kerala High
I Court on Tuesday
upheld the ap-

pointment of Ciza Thomas
as Vice-Chancellor in-
charge of APJ Abdul Kalam
Technological University.
Dismissing a petition
filed by the Kerala govern-
ment challenging the ap-
pointment made by State
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan in his capacity as
Chancellor of the universi-
ty, Justice Devan Rama-
chandran noted that the
appointment was in order
and she was duly qualified
to be appointed to the

Ciza Thomas

post. The court directed
the Governor to complete
the search-cum-selection
process for a new V-C with-
in two months. The Univer-
sity Grants Commission in-
formed the court that it
would nominate its repre-

sentative to the search-
cum-selection committee
within two weeks.

It was following a Su-
preme Court order declar-
ing the appointment of
M.S. Rajasree as V-C void ab
initio that the Chancellor
appointed Dr. Thomas as
V-C in-charge. The govern-
ment contention was that
the Chancellor should have
appointed V-Cs of other
universities, the Pro-V-C or
the Principal Secretary to
Higher Education to the
post.

The Governor submit-
ted to the court that his ef-
forts to identify a senior
professor from the univer-
sity had failed as there

were no professors of re-
quired qualification to be
appointed to the post. The
Governor’s request for a
list of qualified professors
from the Director of Tech-
nical Education went un-
heeded and the Director
herself refused to take up
the post. The Governor
was left with the only op-
tion of appointing Dr. Tho-
mas after evaluating her
credentials, the court
noted.

The court expressed
concern over the disputes
between two Constitution-
al authorities and its im-
pact on the students and
the academic  world
outside.

What right do you want to protect,
SC asks petitioners in Jallikattu case

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked activists
what they found wrong in
Tamil Nadu’s Jallikattu law
when it protects animals
from “unnecessary pain”
and sought to preserve the
“culture and traditions” of
the people in the State.

A Constitution Bench
led by Justice K.M. Joseph
pointed to provisions in
the law which calls for de-
finitive preventive mea-

sures against cruelty to ani-
mals used in the
bull-taming sport. The Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals (Tamil Nadu Amend-
ment) Act of 2017 and the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (Conduct of Jalli-
kattu) Rules of 2017 also re-
cognised the culture and
traditions of the people as
a fundamental right.
“What is the constitu-
tional right you want to
protect here?” Justice Ajay
Rastogi, on the Bench,
asked the petitioners.

Senior advocate Sidd-
harth Luthra, for the peti-
tioners, said “a mere activ-
ity does not give a
fundamental right status
because of an assertion”.
He said there was no mate-
rial to justify Jallikattu as
part of culture.

Justice Joseph said an
Article 32 petition is usual-
ly filed to protect the fun-
damental rights of “per-
sons”. “When you talk
about persons and say ani-
mals are entitled to person-
hood under Article 21,

what about plants then,”
he asked.

Mr. Luthra said animal
life was inextricably con-
nected to the lives of hu-
mans, and harm caused to
them would eventually af-
fect human life, too. He
said the Tamil Nadu Act
was brought to circumvent
the ban on Jallikattu im-
posed by the apex court.

But Justice Bose said
that would be a “permissi-
ble activity” of the lawmak-
er. Court orders were not
for all time to come.

INBRIEF

President inaugurates Gita

Mahotsav in Kurukshetra

President Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday
inaugurated the International Gita Mahotsav-2022
in Kurukshetra in Haryana and launched ‘Nirogi
Haryana’, a health check-up scheme, and an
e-ticketing system of public road transport
facilities. She also laid the foundation stone for a
medical college and hospital in Sirsa through

virtual mode.

Agra, Ghaziabad, Prayagraj

get first police commissioners

The three new police commissionerates of Uttar
Pradesh — Agra, Ghaziabad and Prayagraj — got
their first police commissioners. Ajay Mishra,
2003-batch Indian Police Service (IPS) officer has
been appointed as police commissioner of
Ghaziabad, while Preetinder Singh, a 2004-batch
IPS has been appointed as the first police
commissioner of Agra. Ramit Sharma, a
1999-batch IPS officer has been given the charge

of Prayagraj.

Maharashtra rail station

bridge restored after accident

The restoration work has been completed on the
foot over bridge (FOB) at Balharshah railway
station, a portion of which collapsed resulting in
the death one person in Maharashtra’s
Chandrapur district, a railway official said on
Tuesday. The work on the FOB was completed on
Monday night and the structure has been opened
for passenger movement, he said. A 48-year-old
woman died and 12 persons were injured as they
fell on railway track after a pre-case slab of the
FOB connecting platform 1 and 2 fell on
November 27. At least 90 labourers were deputed
in shifts to complete the restoration work and 10
officials supervised the task. en

‘Won't stop
Vizhinjam
project
midway’

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government on
Tuesday made it clear that
it would not buckle under
any undue pressure from
Vizhinjam protesters.

At an expert summit on
Vizhinjam seaport organ-
ised by the Vizhinjam In-
ternational Seaport Limit-
ed here, several Ministers
said that the project will
not be stopped midway un-
der any circumstances.

Contrary to what is be-
ing reported in some sec-
tions that it was Adani
Port, Ports Minister
Ahamed Devarkovil said
Vizhinjam port is not a
private-owned but a go-
vernment-owned facility.

Sky is the limit

Lighting up: An advanced jet trainer Hawk firing flares simulating an attack as part of the Navy Day rehearsal off the coast of
Visakhapatnam on Tuesday. Navy Day on December 4 will be attended by President Droupadi Murmu. K.R DEEPAK

Minor girl
raped by her
classmates in
Telangana

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Telangana police on
Tuesday announced the ar-
rest of five children in con-
flict with law, who alleged-
ly gangraped  their
classmate, a 17-year-old
girl.

The incident, the police
said, first took place in Au-
gust and continued several
times. The accused also re-
corded the act on their cell-
phones, used it to threaten
the girl, and later circulat-
ed it via WhatsApp.

The police said the five
boys were from Classes 9
and 10. They were pro-
duced before the Juvenile
Justice Board for further
procedure.

Kerala woman raped
by bike taxi driver,
associate in Bengaluru

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A 23-year-old woman was
allegedly raped by a motor
bike taxi driver and his as-
sociate when she hired the
service to get dropped at
her friend’s place in Elec-
tronic City in Bengaluru on
Friday night.

The survivor, a free-
lance employee from Kera-
la, had come to the city on
work.

After a meeting, the sur-
vivor booked the motor
bike taxi. The accused,
who stayed close to the
destination, took advan-
tage of the situation and
went to his girlfriend’s
house before calling his as-
sociate, a mobile phone

mechanic, and the duo
raped her, said the police.
The survivor’s friends,
along with others, tried to
search for her, but in vain.

The next morning, she
was found by her friends.
The survivor was later ta-
ken to a hospital, where
the doctors examined her
and informed the police.

C.K. Baba, DCP, south
east division, and his team,
tracked down the accused,
based on the booking de-
tails, and arrested them
within two hours of the in-
cident being reported.

The Bengaluru police
are now checking the back-
ground of the accused to
ascertain whether they
were involved in similar
offences.

Device which can convert
any normal bed into an ICU
to be deployed in six States

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Dozee, a contactless re-
mote vital parameter mon-
itoring (RPM) device which
can convert any normal
bed into a step-down ICU,
will be deployed in six
States.

Around 400 units of Do-
zee which has been deve-
loped by a city-based start-
up, Turtle Shell Technolo-
gies Private Limited, will
be deployed in public
healthcare systems across
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha, and Sik-
kim. This device is being
deployed under the Aaro-
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According to the World Bank, ICU beds in India stand at only

1,25,000 for a population of 1.4 billion. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

gya Daksh scheme which is
a joint initiative between
Centre for Cellular and Mo-
lecular Platforms (C-
CAMP) and SBI Founda-
tion. Dozee is India’s first
contactless RPM device.

»

C-CAMP CEO and Direc-
tor, Dr. Taslimarif Saiyed
said that according to the
World Bank, ICU beds in
India stand at only
1,25,000 for a population
of 1.4 billion.

Three Manchester United fans live the dream,
meet their idol Wayne Rooney in Mumbai

M. P. Praveen
KOCHI

When three Malayali
friends made their way to
Mumbai last weekend,
they were at best hopeful
for a meeting with their
idol, the legendary Man-
chester United player
Wayne Rooney.

Being hardcore Man-
chester United fans, get-
ting to meet Rooney, the
all-time top scorer for the
club, was a chance they
could hardly ignore, no
matter how long a shot it
appeared.

“We knew that Rooney
was in Mumbai as part of
the television coverage of
the FIFA World Cup. We
tried to contact his team
over email and Instagram

On cloud nine: The three Manchester United fans meeting Wayne
Rooney in Mumbai. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

but in vain,” says Akash Ke-
savan, chairman of the
Manchester United Sup-
porters Club Kerala. He
was accompanied by two
fellow fans Vimal Mohan
and Sanil Sani.

Then they came to

know that a group of fans
from the Manchester Unit-
ed Supporters Club Mum-
bai, the first official fan
club of Manchester United
in India, were about to
meet Rooney. Sanil who
had a friend in that group

pulled some strings and
eventually they were al-
lowed to tag along.

“That was on Tuesday,
but thereafter there were
no updates. We, neverthe-
less, decided to go. I took
the train from Bengaluru
and the other two flew in
from Kerala on Saturday
morning,” says Mr.
Kesavan.

Last-minute meeting

Since they were initially
told that the meeting
would be on Saturday as
Rooney was set to leave the
next day, they waited in the
hotel all day. Finally, a mes-
sage came through that
Rooney had agreed to
meet fans in the hotel lob-
by in Mumbai on Sunday

evening.
»

The moment they met
bearded idol will remain
etched in their memories
forever. “Being a Manches-
ter United fan means you
are in eternal love with
Rooney. No other player
wearing that badge has gi-
ven us so much joy,” says
Vimal about the moment.

The global attention of
the love for football in the
State during this World
Cup season also seems to
have helped their cause.
For, Rooney already
seemed to have heard
about Kerala and its foot-
ball-crazy people.

“We were able to click
photographs with him,”
says Sanil. Rooney also
gave a short video address-
ing fans in the State, he ad-
ded.
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More vaccine choices

Development of an intranasal vaccine
against COVID-19 is a welcome initiative

intranasal COVID-19 vaccine was granted
emergency use approval for primary vac-
cination of adults, the vaccine has now been gi-
ven emergency use approval as a heterologous
booster in adults over 18 years. Unlike Covaxin,
an inactivated vaccine, the intranasal vaccine us-
es a viral vector platform that utilises a recombi-
nant adenovirus as a vector. As a heterologous
booster, the intranasal vaccine was tested on
around 875 participants, immunised earlier with
two doses of either Covaxin or Covishield.
Among the advantages intranasal vaccines have
over vaccines is that they can potentially prevent
SARS-CoV-2 infection at the point of viral entry in
the respiratory tract. They are also far easier to
administer. As in the case of the intranasal vac-
cine for primary vaccination, the booster dose
too was tested only for safety and immunogenic-
ity, but not efficacy. Unlike the vaccines tested
early in the pandemic, evaluating the efficacy of a
new vaccine for primary vaccination and hetero-
logous booster at this stage of the pandemic
might be very challenging as a vast population
has been already vaccinated and/or naturally in-
fected, especially with the Omicron variant.
However, even higher immunogenicity need
not necessarily translate into higher efficacy, par-
ticularly the ability of the vaccine to prevent in-
fection. The SARS-CoV-2 virus has now acquired
an even greater ability to evade existing immuni-
ty and cause an infection. Since the intranasal
vaccine does not have the virus spike protein
with newer mutations, it is important to study
within a defined time period the effectiveness of
the intranasal vaccine to prevent infection and
severe disease and death when used as the prim-
ary vaccination and as a booster dose. Alterna-
tively, the vaccine’s effectiveness can be tested in
human challenge studies. Studying this becomes
important as the results of an intranasal vaccine
in the phase-1 trial using the Oxford vaccine — an
adenovirus-vector vaccine — originally developed
for intramuscular administration, elicited anti-
gen-specific mucosal antibody responses only in
a “minority” of participants, and the antibody le-
vels were far lower than from a natural infection.
The Oxford vaccine, as an intranasal vaccine, did
not elicit “consistent mucosal antibody response
nor a strong systemic response”. The demand for
vaccines for primary vaccination has been reduc-
ing since the third wave peaked in end-January
while those for boosters has been low even when
available for free for 75 days beginning mid-July.
Yet, the development of an intranasal vaccine, a
new vaccine platform for India, is welcome, and
having a safe and effective vaccine that can pre-
vent infection remains a high priority.

N early three months after Bharat Biotech’s

Oil no bar

Maduro should mend ties with the West
and join talks with the opposition

he Biden administration’s decision to
T ease sanctions on Venezuela and allow

Chevron to return to its joint venture oil
fields marks the end of Washington’s maximum
pressure campaign aimed at ousting President
Nicolas Maduro. Former President Donald
Trump took U.S. sanctions to the extreme by bar-
ring oil companies from operating in the South
American country, which has the world’s largest
oil reserves, and recognising Juan Guaido, the
self-declared unelected acting President. This
policy had little impact on Venezuela’s political
crisis, for two reasons: first, Mr. Guaido never
managed to mobilise enough political capital to
shake Mr. Maduro’s regime, powered by the Boli-
varian grassroots movement; and then, the re-
gime found a way to work around the sanctions
by selling its heavy crude at a discounted price to
China and other countries. The Biden adminis-
tration followed the Trump line in its initial
months, but started holding talks with Venezuela
in March, a few weeks after the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. While the U.S.’s official narrative is
that the decision to ease sanctions was part of a
larger political reconciliation process within Ve-
nezuela, the catalyst seems to be Ukraine and the
energy crisis. Sanctions on Russia have pumped
up prices. Mr. Biden’s attempts to revive the Iran
nuclear deal have not succeeded so far. The move
by Saudi Arabia and its allies to slash oil produc-
tion has also mounted additional pressure on
prices. The only option now to get more oil into
the market is to allow Venezuela to do so.

To be sure, the easing of sanctions comes with
riders. Chevron can produce oil from its fields in
Venezuela, but the oil should be exported only to
the U.S. Also, the sale proceeds should be used to
pay back state-owned Venezuelan oil company
PdVSA’s debt to Chevron (some $4.2 billion), and
the licence can be cancelled any time. Even so,
Mr. Maduro can claim victory in the U.S.’s clear U-
turn. He has offered to begin talks with the oppo-
sition, but has not made any major concession
beyond that. The U.S. move could also prompt
European countries to revisit their policy to-
wards Caracas. The return of foreign companies
would allow Venezuela to ramp up its oil produc-
tion. Mr. Maduro seems to have survived western
attempts to isolate him, but his bigger challenge
is to ride out the storm at home. The window of
reengagement is his opportunity. He should em-
brace it with steps to address the critical failings
of Venezuela’s economy, partly because of his
own policies, mend ties with the West, and join
serious talks with the opposition.
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Settling the language for cooperative federalism

ooperative federalism and ‘cultural

chauvinism’. The latter expression

found mention in an editorial comment

recently and bears repetition: “This
latest effort to impose Hindi raises once again and
quite retrogressively the issue of cultural
nationalism at a time when it is least required.
India has remained uniquely unified despite the
infinite multiplicities of its cultures....”

Language is an essential ingredient of identity.
The question of expressing national identity in a
linguistically diverse society anxious to jettison or
reduce the use of English as the language of the
colonial power was passionately debated by the
Constitution-makers and even linked to ‘national
prestige’. It was an uneasy compromise reflected
in the wording of Part XVII (Articles 343-351).

Spelling it out

Article 345 leaves it to the State to choose its
language for official purposes. In actual practice,
several States and Union Territories continue to
use English. Article 348 stipulates that all
proceedings of the Supreme Court and ‘of every
High Court’ and of Bills, etc. in Parliament shall
be in the English language. The Eighth Schedule
and the periodic additions to it (now numbering
22) spell out the diversity and complexity of the
language landscape as do the Official Languages
Act 0of 1963 and its Rules made in 1976 and
amended in 1987, 2007 and 2011.

The question of Official Language brought
forth ‘passionate dissents’ in the Constituent
Assembly and the drafting of the Constitution. It
covered language of legislatures; language of the
courts and the judiciary, and language of the
official work of the Union. Educational
institutions of “national importance” and those of
“scientific and technical education financed by
Government of India” were in the Union List and
education “including technical, medical and
universities” were in the Concurrent List.

Some ambiguity inevitably crept into it. Thus
Article 351 directs the state, in the development
of Hindi, to draw upon other languages in the
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composite culture of India. These include
Hindustani that does not find a mention in the
Eighth Schedule.

A dissent that surfaces from time to time
This passionate dissent — beginning with the B.G.
Kher Commission — continues to this day and
surfaces from time to time. It assumed a violent
form in 1965 in Tamil Nadu, where violent
disturbances led to more than 50 deaths. This
year, the reactions from Tamil Nadu and Kerala
have been sharp and unambiguous. The Hindu
reported on November 27 that ‘an 85-year-old
DMK functionary ended his life in Salem on
Saturday’ purportedly over the Central
government’s imposition of Hindi in Tamil Nadu.

Unlike other parliamentary committees, the
committee on official language, though consisting
of 30 members of Parliament, is headed by the
Home Minister. Its mandate is to review the
progress made in the use of Hindi for official
purposes, and to make recommendations to
increase the use of Hindi in official
communications. It submits its report to the
President of India, who forwards its
recommendations to the two Houses.

It is understood that, so far, only the
recommendations of the reports up to the ninth
in the year 2010 have been forwarded to the
Houses of Parliament. The 10th and 11th reports
have been submitted to the President and are not
in the public domain.

The Home Minister’s press conference in
October announcing the completion of the 1ith
Report, highlighted some of its recommendations
on language of instruction and examinations in
technical courses. This touched off an animated
debate on its resulting implications and its
practicality in terms of the availability of standard
books and course material, and of teachers
qualified to communicate it adequately. A related
matter is the competence in Hindi language of
candidates undertaking examinations in it and
competing in equal measure with those whose
mother tongue it is.

At the root of the debate is the bigger question
of identity in a diverse society. Nowhere in it was
the suggestion that diversity, including linguistic
diversity, is to be subsumed in linguistic
uniformity.

The ‘national language’ issue

The allegation of ‘cultural chauvinism’ emanates
from the apprehension that the transition from
English along with Hindi as the Official Language
of the Union to it being the national language and
to bring it about through such procedural devices
such as the language of instruction and
examination and of textbooks to the detriment of
students whose mother tongue is not Hindi. Its
implications for competitiveness in the job
market are evident.

It is to be recalled that the language of the
chapter on Official Language is definitive and
limits itself to the language of the Union. It does
not mention a national language. There is no
mention of it in the section on Directive
Principles of State Policy or of Fundamental
Duties. In fact, Article 344(3) stipulates that ‘the
just claims and interests of persons belonging to
the non-Hindi speaking areas in regard to the
public services’ shall be considered by the
President.

In this context, what are the courses open to
the federal government in the context of the zeal
reflected in the Home Minister’s remarks? The
constitutional course would be to opt for the
language of Article 345, that allows each
Legislature to the use of Hindi, or to choose its
language, for all official purposes. This would
hinge on electoral success in terms of the official
programme of the party in power. Its absence, by
the same token, would make the matter
politically contentious, even acrimonious.

Would not such a course, if adopted, be
prudent for longer term political harmony
implied in cooperative federalism, more so
because English is now accepted as the language
of discourse across continents, and its colonial
past is a matter of distant history?

A spymaster who now has the Pakistan Army’s reins

taken over as Pakistan’s new Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) from General Qamar Javed

Bajwa, who retired on November 29 after a
six-year-long tenure. Gen. Munir will inherit a lot
of political and economic mess from his
predecessor. Therefore, his foremost task will be
to restore the sullied image of the Pakistan Army,
resolve internal differences, and generate
confidence in the country’s political
establishment by displaying neutrality. As a part
of this, he may devise hawkish policies on
national security matters in the near term.

Gen. Munir is the 17th Army Chief of Pakistan.
A graduate of the 17th batch of the Officers
Training School at Mangla, he was commissioned
into the 23rd Battalion of Pakistan Army’s
Frontier Force Regiment. His experience ranges
from leading Force Command Northern Areas in
Gilgit-Baltistan to heading both the Military
Intelligence and Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI). Notably, he was the ISI chief
during the Pulwama suicide attack in Kashmir in
February 2019. It is expected that he will follow a
hard-line policy vis-a-vis India.

L ieutenant General Syed Asim Munir has

Fixing civil-military relations

Under Gen. Bajwa’s leadership, the military
establishment brazenly interfered in political
‘engineering’ by first installing the Imran
Khan-led Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf’s (PTI) ‘hybrid’
regime in 2018, and then allegedly removing him
from power in April this year. However, it only
ensued persisting political instability in Pakistan.
Since his ousting, Imran Khan and the PTI have
been on the offensive, launching a campaign
against the ‘imported’ coalition government of
the Shehbaz Sharif-led Pakistan Democratic
Movement and the military establishment. This
has caused serious damage to civil-military
relations. Mr. Khan has openly accused Gen.
Bajwa and other senior Army officers of ‘illegally’
removing the PTI government, attempting to
assassinate him, and being involved in the
mysterious killing of a pro-PTI journalist Arshad
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Sharif in Kenya last month. Interestingly, such are
the political dynamics of Pakistan that when Mr.
Khan was in power, former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif had blamed Gen. Bajwa for plotting against
him, politicising the judiciary and installing a
“selected and incompetent” PTI government.

These developments have raised the Pakistani
political class’s long-held fears about the military
establishment’s intentions. The political
instability has also taken its toll on the Pakistani
economy, which is now facing the risk of default.
This has caused unprecedented political and
public backlash against the Army leadership. So,
restoring the Army’s pole position and providing
a semblance of order in civil-military relations
will likely be Gen. Munir’s top priority as the new
COAS. In the long run, he will also prioritise
maintaining the military’s supremacy over
civilian institutions in Pakistan.

Securing Pakistan

As part of restoring the Army’s image and
mobilising public opinion in its favour, he may
follow in the footsteps of his predecessors by
launching a new military operation in the
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)-affected tribal
areas in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. Gen.
Raheel Sharif and Gen. Bajwa had initiated
military operations — Zarb-e-Azb (2014) and
Radd-ul-Fasaad (2017), respectively, to mark their
presence and consolidate power as the new
COAS. Already, there are calls for military
intervention in the Swat Valley and erstwhile
Federally Administered Tribal Areas agencies to
control growing militancy and provide security to
the local population.

More importantly, Gen. Munir will have to
decide the future of the peace dialogue with the
TTP, which has stalled after the Pakistani
government dilly dallied on accepting the militant
group’s demands. The Afghan Taliban regime in
Kabul, which has played an active role in
mediating between the Pakistan Army and TTP,
has achieved little success. This has frustrated
Islamabad and Rawalpindi, exacerbating the

already strained ties due to the unresolved
differences over the Durand Line, separating
Pakistan and Afghanistan. In recent months,
there have been frequent and violent border
clashes between the two neighbours over
Pakistan’s fencing of the Line.

Toughening India policy

On India, COAS Munir is unlikely to follow the
lead of Gen. Bajwa, who, guided by his security
calculations, had been instrumental in agreeing
to a ceasefire on the Line of Control (LoC) in
February 2021. The ceasefire has largely held. As
Gen. Munir has taken charge, the LoC may get
active again in the coming months, post-winter.
While there are enough pressing domestic
matters to keep Gen. Munir preoccupied, he may
be keen to signal India that he means business
and that New Delhi should not exploit Pakistan’s
current predicaments.

India will prefer to wait and watch. Given Gen.
Munir’s ISI portfolio at the time of the 2019
Pulwama attack, there is a concern that
cross-border terror activities will see a spike,
particularly in Jammu and Kashmir. The easing of
international pressure on Pakistan in the form of
its exit from the Financial Action Task Force’s
‘grey list’ may be an enabler. Gen. Munir may,
therefore, utilise his operational and intelligence
expertise in formulating a rejigged, possibly
hawkish, policy on India.

To sum up, Gen. Munir will carry his
predecessor’s baggage for the foreseeable future
of his tenure. He will face multiple challenges in
bringing political stability and elevating people’s
perception of the Army. The faltering economy
will be his greatest challenge, and his priority
would be to ensure that the Army is not blamed
for economic mismanagement and grave
shortages of essential commodities in Pakistan. If
everything fails, he could use the known
diversionary tactics to rally key stakeholders
behind the Army as the only ‘saviour of Pakistan’.

The views expressed are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

China lockdowns, protests
It is a bit surprising that
anti-lockdown protests
have erupted in China,
posing a great challenge to
President Xi Jinping. The
most surprising element has
been the bold manner in
which students are reacting
to the strong measures in a
democratic way. It is also
clear that people are
yearning for freedom and
democratic principles.

J.P. Reddy,

Nalgonda, Telangana

It is surprising to know why
China is unable to open its
doors and why there is a
very low adoption to
vaccination in the 80-plus
years population. In this
regard, India has come up
with a very good strategy of
learning to live with the

virus, in the form of mass
information dissemination
on precautions, and
vaccination drives. In spite
of being the epicentre of
COVID-19, China has neither
found the definite cause nor
has it taken transparent
steps to curb spread. This
affects not only the citizens
of China but also countries
that have geographical
borders with China, besides
its trade partners. China’s
President Xi Jinping and his
council need to amp up
their efforts to mass
vaccinate Chinese citizens,
and open the doors rather
than just clamping down on
mass protests.

M. Lakshmi Narayanan,
Bengaluru

In their own ways, both
China and the U.S. are

examples of poor handling
of this pandemic. COVID-19
is, first and foremost, a
disease and the top priority
should have been to
institute effective clinical
measures for patients,
based on early treatments
and known symptomes.
There was no way the
spread could be stopped,
either only by vaccines, like
the U.S. believed, or the
military methods of China
on the population. And their
people have been paying a
huge price. If it is mortality
and hospitalisations in one
case, it is a frozen and
frustrating social life in the
other. India too, initially,
could not escape this fate
for long months. Once it
changed course, largely due
to the initiative of
thousands of individual

doctors, the virus was
steadily consigned to the
margins. Both the U.S. and
China have ignored this
successful clinical
experience in another
largely populated country.
M. Balakrishnan,

Bengaluru

It will be interesting to see
how China, a great power, is
going to grapple with this
internal challenge. While
imposing emergency
lockdowns may be essential
or a desperate measure, it is
difficult to quell an outrage
when life is thrown out of
gear. The might of China is
under challenge. Harsh
methods will backfire and
appeasing the populace
requires finesse which
China does not possess.
Might is no longer right.

China is staring down the
barrel.

V. Lakshmanan,

Tirupur, Tamil Nadu

Inflammatory remark

A teacher from a prestigious
institute in Manipal being
suspended for allegedly
calling a student a terrorist
shows how hate is
enveloping society. It is
such a trend that needs to
be defeated. Every person
has a right to live in dignity.
Safal Rasheed,
Chandhanathope, Kollam, Kerala

No strong voice

The primary reason for
continuing domestic
violence is that women are
prisoners of a regressive
societal mindset, especially
in the rural areas. Indian
society is still to fully accept

»

the law and the fact that
men and women enjoy
equal rights under the
Constitution. The root of the
problem lies in the
patriarchal mindset, which
refuses to yield. The fault
also lies with the education
system. Financial insecurity
is another important reason
why women do not raise
their voice against domestic
violence. In the end, the
police need reforms.

Kosaraju Chandramouli,
Hyderabad
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EWS are well represented in higher education

s the heated political

debate following the

Supreme Court

judgment upholding the
10% quota for Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS) has almost
settled now, we look at the
empirical basis of the quota. The
simple question that we examine
here is whether the EWS quota is
backed by evidence. To answer
this, we look at the principal
justification for the EWS quota
and whether the available
evidence justifies it.

The Constitution (124th
Amendment) Bill claims that the
EWS from the general category
have largely remained excluded in
higher education institutions due
to their financial incapacity. Thus,
exclusion or under-representation
in higher education is the primary
justification for the EWS quota.
And so, we examine the available
evidence to ascertain the extent of
representation of EWS from the
general category in higher
education institutions.

EWS representation

To do this, we developed a novel
data base of higher education
institutions which were ranked
under the National Institutional
Ranking Framework (NIRF). We
compare the representation of
EWS students in 457 higher
education institutions in 2019, just
before the EWS quota was
introduced, and in 528 institutions
ranked in 2022, the latest year for
which data are available. We
arrived at these numbers after
removing the duplications, as
some institutions are ranked in
several categories. For example, if
an institution was ranked in both
the ‘engineering’ and ‘universities’
categories, we included it only in
the latter category as the former is
a subset of the latter.

Do the NIRF data provide the
proportion of EWS students
studying in these premier higher
educational intuitions? Not
directly. Instead, the data enable
us to estimate the share indirectly.
In its data submission format, the
NIRF asked the participating
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The available
evidence goes
against both the
justification and
the objective of
the EWS

education institutions to provide
details of the number of currently
enrolled ‘economically backward
students’ defined as “students
whose parental income is less than
taxable slab”. To avoid
duplication, the format specifies
that the economically backward
students should be treated as a
separate category and not be
counted in the socially backward
categories, and vice versa.

The taxable slab of parental
incomes corresponds closer to 8
lakh, the income cut-off to avail of
the EWS quota. The Ajay Bhushan
Pandey Committee, appointed to
examine the EWS income criteria,
argues that “considering that the
currently effective income tax
exemption limit is around 38 lakh
for individuals, the committee is of
the view that the gross annual
income limit of 8 lakh for the
entire family would be reasonable
for inclusion into EWS”. Hence,
these economically backward
students can be considered the
reasonable proxy for the EWS
students from the general
category.

The NIRF 2019 data suggest that
EWS students constituted 19% in
the NIRF-ranked higher education
institutions, whereas students
from socially backward groups
(Scheduled Castes/Tribes/Other
Backward Classes) formed 39%.
The proportion of EWS students
was higher in colleges (28%) and
lower in medical institutes (2%).
This variation was equally
applicable for socially backward
students: 47% in colleges and just
3% in management institutions.
Surprisingly, the proportion of
EWS students declined from 19%
in 2019 to 15% in 2022, three years
after the implementation of the
EWS quota, but it remains well
above the 10% quota.

These higher education
institutions comprise both private
and government-funded public
institutions and therefore require
a disaggregated analysis. The
share of EWS students in 218
public higher education

respectively, in 2019. The

corresponding share in 2022 is 17%

and 13%. Thus, despite being
outside the purview of the EWS
reservation policy, the share of

EWS students is more than 10% in

the private NIRF-ranked higher
education institutes. The share of
socially backward students in

private institutions stood at 36% in

2019; it remains unchanged in
2022. Within public institutions,
the share of EWS students in
centrally funded elite institutions
such as the IITs and IIMs was 21%;
in 2019; it has dropped to 16% in
2022.

Well above the quota

This shows that EWS students are
not excluded or
under-represented in premier
higher education institutes. An
analysis of the Periodic Labour
Force Survey data of 2019 also
confirms the above pattern.
Employing the insight offered by
the Palma ratio, a policy-relevant
inequality measure, we have
trifurcated households into
bottom 40% (the poor); middle
50% (middle class); and top 10%
(the rich). We consider here only
the poor households, as the EWS
quota is meant for the poor

among the general category. In the

bottom 40% households, the
proportion of general category,
defined as ‘non-SC/ST/OBCs’, is
18%. About 20% of 18-25-year-olds
from the general category from
the poor 40% households have
enrolled in higher education

institutions. To put this differently,

they constitute about 24% of all

students enrolled from the bottom

40. Similarly, close to 20% of
22-29-year-olds from the general

category from the bottom 40 have

completed graduation or above.
Here too, their share constitutes
more than their population share
in the bottom 40.

It is thus clear that the share of
EWS from the general category in
higher education institutions is
well above 10%. The available
evidence goes against both the

reservation
policy

institutions and 239 private
institutions stood at 19% and 20%,

the EWS reservation policy.

justification and the objective of

Using agencies as political tools

Recent events raise questions about the independence of government agencies

STATE OF PLAY

Ravi Reddy
ravi.reddy@thehindu.co.in

he Telangana govern-
T ment and the Centre

have been at logger-
heads for a while now. While
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is making aggressive ef-
forts to expand its influence in
the State before the 2023 elec-
tions, the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) is going all out
to try and keep its vote base in-
tact. The two parties pulled
out all stops to win the recent
Munugode bypoll. The TRS fi-
nally came out on top, but the
outcome has led to an ugly
political slugfest, with both
the parties using government
arms and agencies to ‘fix’ lead-
ers of the other side.

Days before the bypoll, the
TRS left the BJP red-faced by
releasing a video in which
three persons, purportedly
engaged by the BJP, were
heard trying to poach TRS
MLAs. The recordings also
named the National General
Secretary of the BJP, B.L. San-
tosh. The government then
constituted a Special Investi-
gation Team headed by the
Hyderabad Police Commis-
sioner C.V. Anand to probe the
poaching of MLAs. The Chief
Minister released “proof” of
his allegations and circulated
it to the top judiciary and to
politicians. The BJP expected-
ly dismissed the video as
“false” and accused the TRS of
having “undoubtedly fabricat-
ed video and audio content.”
It then knocked the doors of
the judiciary seeking relief
from the ongoing probe and
succeeded partially.

Soon after this, central in-
vestigation agencies, includ-
ing the Income Tax (IT) De-
partment and the
Enforcement Directorate

Telangana

(ED), began to carry out raids
on three Ministers, four MPs
and two legislators, all belong-
ing to the TRS. The ED and IT
Department carried out simul-
taneous searches at multiple
locations, including the resi-
dence of Civil Supplies and
Backward Classes Welfare Mi-
nister Gangula Kamalakar and
the offices of several granite
companies in Karimnagar.
This was purportedly to probe
the alleged violations of the
provisions of the Foreign Ex-
change Management Act (FE-
MA), 1999.

The ED also provisionally
attached 28 immovable pro-
perties and other assets worth
¥80.65 crore belonging to TRS
MP Nama Nageswara Rao in
the alleged money laundering
case against Ranchi Express-
ways Limited and Madhucon
Projects Limited. Mr. Rao is
the promoter and director of
the Madhucon Group and per-
sonal guarantor to the bank
loan defaulted by Ranchi
Expressways.

The ED also grilled Animal
Husbandry Minister Talasani
Srinivas Yadav’s office staff
and family members in an al-
leged money laundering case
pertaining to a casino
business.

The three-day IT raids on
the residence, office, colleges
and hospital of Labour Minis-
ter C. Malla Reddy and his fa-
mily members capped the

chandra, Parthasarathy Red-
dy, and M. Srinivas Reddy as
well as legislators Manchired-
dy Kishan Reddy and L. Rama-
na faced raids too. As searches
intensified, Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao told party
leaders and elected represen-
tatives to “stay strong” and
not get jittery.

These tit-for-tat acts have
led to fear in the TRS and BJP
camps. The raids by central
agencies appear to be an at-
tempt to hit the financial
sources of the TRS leaders
ahead of the 2023 elections. At
the same time, the TRS too
wants to corner the BJP lea-
dership with its narrative that
the national party is attempt-
ing to poach its leaders. But
how far this narrative will suc-
ceed remains to be seen as the
TRS has equally been involved
in poaching candidates of oth-
er parties. Since its landslide
victory in 2018, the TRS has
successfully split the Congress
by taking more than a dozen
of its MLAs and encouraging
defections. It has justified
these acts by saying that it in-
vited leaders from other par-
ties in order to achieve “politi-
cal stability”. Rival legislature
parties merged their groups
with the TRS legislature party.
But it will not be easy for the
TRS to escape any blame of
encouraging poaching and de-
fections that come its way.

What is happening in Telan-
gana is not new. Political par-
ties always look for ways of
settling scores with one anoth-
er. However, what is worrying
is that they don’t hesitate to
misuse government agencies
in their political wars. The ED
and IT Department as well as
State agencies must not only
be fair, but also seen to be fair.
The events of the past few
weeks raise serious questions
about their independent func-

dramatic events of the last few
weeks. MPs Vaddiraju Ravi-

tioning and in turn about de-
mocracy.

DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

recent report titled ‘EnviS-
A tats India 2022, published

by the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation,
has highlighted the herculean
challenge of disposing of the solid
waste generated by the States with-
out harming the environment. By
taking Delhi as an example, the re-
port has calculated the “physical
supply and use tables” to capture
the source and destination of all
types of solid waste in the capital
city. Data were collected from all
the five Urban Local Bodies and
the Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee pertaining to 2020-21.

Delhi data

Chart 1 shows the various sources
of solid waste generated in Delhi.
Over 40 lakh tonnes of Municipal
Solid Waste (MSW) were generated
in 2020-21. Municipal solid waste
includes garbage (highly decom-
posable material such as food),
trash (bulky items such as tree
branches or old appliances), and
rubbish (slowly decomposing
items such as paper, glass, or me-
tal). According to the report, about
85% of MSW in Delhi was generat-
ed by households and 15% by
shops and restaurants.

That year, over 13 lakh tonnes of
construction and demolition
waste were also generated in the
city along with over 5.4 lakh
tonnes of plastic waste, about 11
thousand tonnes of bio-medical
waste, and 610 tonnes of e-waste.
Delhi also generated 3,239 tonnes
of hazardous waste. Hazardous
waste is typically sludge from fac-
tories, industrial manufacturing
process wastes and batteries.

Table 2 shows the various ways
in which the waste was disposed of
in Delhi. Half the municipal solid
waste went to landfills and the oth-
er half was recycled and reused.
About 35% of bio-medical waste
was incinerated, while the entire
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Half the municipal solid waste of Delhi went to landfills in 2020-21

share of construction and demoli-
tion waste was recycled. While
bio-medical waste is incinerated,
the ash generated after the process
is sent to the landfills.

It is not known how e-waste is
disposed of as there is no treat-
ment and disposal facility availa-
ble in Delhi for e-waste. According
to the report, of the 610 tonnes of
e-waste generated in 2020-21, re-
furbishers collected 28.6 tonnes
and bulk consumers collected the
rest. Notably, about 22% of plastic
waste is converted into energy,
while 37% is taken to landfills.

Other States

As the 2020-21 numbers were only
available for Delhi, figures from
2019-20 were considered to assess
the other States on the share of dif-
ferent types of waste processed.
Table 3 shows the percentage
share of various types of waste
processed. Across India, 68% of
the MSW generated is processed.
Himachal Pradesh leads the list
with 98% of MSW getting pro-
cessed, followed by Chhattisgarh
at 93%. In contrast, West Bengal
processed only 9%. These data
were of November 2020. In 2018-
19, an average of 2.5 tonnes of plas-
tic was generated per 1,000 popu-
lation in India.

Across India, 87% of biomedical
waste was treated. Seventeen
States and five Union Territories
have already achieved 100% bio-
medical waste treatment, while in
Bihar and Chhattisgarh just 29% of
it got treated, respectively. These
data pertain to 2018. Close to 614
tonnes of biomedical waste was
generated per day in India in 2018.

Across India, only 45% of the
hazardous waste generated was re-
cycled/utilised. Most States lag in
this indicator. Of the 30 States ana-
lysed, in 13, less than 50% was re-
cycled/utilised; and in 22 of them,
ess than 75% was recycled/utilised.
These data pertain to the 2018-19
period. The hazardous waste gen-
erated in the country per 1,000
population was 8.09 metric tonnes

in 2018.
»

Where does waste originate and go?

Counting the waste

Chart 1 and Table 2 are sourced from “Envi Stats - India 2022”, published by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Imple-

mentation. Table 3 is sourced from the NITI Aayog SDG Index

Table 3 | The table shows the % share of various types of waste processed or

India

treated or recycled/utilised

% of MSW*

processed of
the total MSW

generated
100%

% of BMW* treated
of total quantity of
BMW generated

Quantity of hazardous
waste recycled/utilised
of total hazardous

waste generated

100%

U.P.

68%

100%

100%

Uttarakhand

57%

99%

Punjab

76%

100%

Haryana

Himachal
Jharkhand

100%
100%

Chart 1| The chart shows the various
sources of solid waste generated in Delhi in
2020-21. Over 4 lakh tonnes of municipal
solid wsaste was generated in the capital in
2020-21

Bihar
West Bengal
Odisha
Arunachal

Assam

Municipal solid waste

96%
18%
100%

Manipur

40,11,350 tonnes

70%

Meghalaya

65%

100%

Mizoram

80%

100%

Nagaland

68%

100%

Sikkim

71%

Tripura

63%

M.P.
Chhattisgarh

1%

87%

100%

83%

100%

70%

100%

64%

100%

64%

76%

100%

75%

59%

55%
33%

70%

Rajasthan
Gujarat
Maharashtra
Plastic Construction and G
waste demolition waste oa
5,46,592 13,54,749 tonnes Andhra
tonnes Karnataka
Kerala
Bio-medical waste 11,380 tonnes ~ Tamil Nadu
Hazardous waste 3,239 tonnes Telangana

78%

49%

100%
100%

E-waste 610 tonnes

52%

Table 2 | The table shows the various ways in which the waste was disposed of in Delhi in 2020-21. The figures are in % and each

row adds up to 100%

_ and Recycling Exports | Wasteto | Unknown
and reuse | environment energy

Municipal solid waste 50% 0 50% 0 0 0 0
Bio-medical waste 2% 35% 31% 3% 0 0 29%
Hazardous waste 0 0 0 0 11% 0
Construction and demolition waste 0 0 0 0 0 0
E-waste NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Plastic waste 37% 0 25% 16% 0 22% 0

MSW: Municipal solid waste | BMW: bio-medical waste
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Plan for pleasant send-off
to Pak. POW

New Delhi, Nov. 29: Despite the persisting
deadlock over delineation, India and Pakistan
are not denying themselves the luxury of
peripheral courtesies for keeping the
appearance of a mutual desire to avoid
unpleasantness over marginal issues as far as
possible. The impending exchange at Wagha on
Friday of the prisoners-of-war taken by either
side on the western front during the last conflict
is being planned with all the trappings of a
convivial social occasion. The Indian Army
proposes to entertain the 540 Pakistani
prisoners, who include 51 civilians, to a lavish
dinner the previous night on the eve of their
repatriation. The “burra khana” in military
terminology will be followed by a “gawali”
programme of Urdu recitations reviving
nostalgic memories of happier days in the

past. Before they are finally freed on Friday
morning at the Wagha checkpost, each Pakistan
prisoner will be given a packet of tea, a very
scarce commodity these days in Pakistan, as a
present from his family from the Indian people.
And those who are accustomed to chewing pan
will be allowed to take a generous amount of the
leaf since it is now a rarity in Pakistan. The
Pakistan Army is not lagging behind in making
similar arrangements for giving an equally
pleasant send-off to the 617 Indian prisoners,
who include 10 IAF officers, 89 BSF personnel,
four J. and K. militia men and 17 civilians. After
haranguing them for nearly an hour before
Pakistan’s peaceful professions, Mr. Bhutto told
the perplexed Indian POWs in Lyallpur on
Monday that from then on they were Pakistan’s
honoured guests, pending the completion of the
arrangements for their return to India as free
men.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO
Hospital fees

A Mysore G.O. on the subject of fees payable by
in patients in all the hospitals of the State
prescribes annas eight per diem for each patient
in a general ward. For Indians as special first
class patients Rs. 5 for sole occupation of a room
and Rs. 2-8 for second class patients sharing a
room with others. For European and
Anglo-Indians the fees are now raised to Rs. 8
and Rs. 4 respectively. It is presumed that the
feed include medical treatment and medicines.

»
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NEWS IN N\UMBERS

Civil aviation sector on The Bharatiya Janata  Cricketers ready to Migrant worker deaths Applications pour in to
a path to recovery Party, a favourite for leave national in Qatar; ‘One death is  fill Maharashtra Police
from the pandemic corporate donations contracts, says FICA a death too many’ Department vacancies

In lakh, the average number of
4 passengers to travel by domestic

flights for two consecutive days. The
numbers stood at 4.09 lakh and 4.05 lakh
passengers on November 27 and
November 26. Domestic air traffic jumped
nearly 27% last month compared to the
year-ago period, indicating a recovery in
the civil aviation sector, though it is yet to
reach pre-COVID levels. PTI

163545

corporate
donations received by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) which is nearly 94% of
the total corporate donations received by
four political parties in Gujarat in the five
years from FY2016 to FY2021, according to
a report by the Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR). PTI

The percentage of
international cricketers who

respective country’s contracts to become
freelance agents for the T20 leagues across
the globe, the Federation of International
Cricketers’ Associations (FICA) stated in its
annual report. The Indian players’ body is
not under FICA and thus their survey
doesn’t include Indian cricketers. PTI

are ready to reject their

The estimate of
migrant worker
deaths for the Qatar

World Cup 2022, according to the
secretary-general of Qatar’s Supreme
Committee for Delivery and Legacy. He
said that, “One death is a death too many”.
Many human rights groups have claimed a
death toll of more than 6,000 since the
country was set to host the Cup. Agencies

In lakh, the number of
applications received by the
Maharashtra Police for 18,331

posts in the State Reserve Police Force, an
official informed. Online applications were
invited from November 9 till November 30
to apply for the jobs. High traffic caused
the website to slow down, though the
issues were rectified, he added. PTI
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On the entry of women in masjids

Why did the Jama Masjid in Delhi prohibit the entry of single women or women in groups inside the mosque premises? Did they later revoke the ban? What does the Quran

say about entry of women worshippers inside masjids? What happened at the Haji Ali Dargah in Mumbai in 20117

EXPLAINER

Ziya Us Salam

The story so far:

ast week, the Jama Masjid in Delhi
I prohibited the entry of single

women or women in groups inside
the mosque premises. The authorities
reasoned that some women fail to respect
the sanctity of the place of worship,
making videos there. “When women
come alone, they indulge in improper
acts, shoot videos. The ban is to stop
this,” reasoned the Masjid’s spokesman.
The decision led to an uproar on social
media. By early evening, the mosque
management clarified that the ban
excluded those women coming for
worship, or those accompanied by their
husband or families. However, many
continued to question the unilateral
decision of the authorities, forcing Delhi
Lieutenant-Governor V.K. Saxena to step
in to douse the ire. Following a meeting
with the Lieutenant-Governor, the
mosque authorities withdrew the ban.
Imam Ahmed Bukhari clarified, “The
masjid administration does not want to
prevent anyone from worshipping inside.”
Incidentally, the Jama Masjid is otherwise
one of the few mosques to allow women
worshippers to offer regular prayers.

What is the Islamic law on women’s
entry?

While there is a clear difference of
opinion among Islamic scholars on the
right of women to visit a dargah or a
cemetery, there is lesser disagreement on
a woman’s right to offer prayers inside a
masjid. Most Islamic scholars agree that a
prayer can be offered at home but can
only be established in a group, hence the
importance of going to a mosque. Most
also agree that women have been
exempted, not prohibited from going to
the mosque, keeping in mind their
child-rearing and other domestic
responsibilities. In fact, the Quran at no
place prohibits women from going to
mosques for prayers. For instance, verse
71 of Surah Taubah, says, “The believing

men and women are protectors and
helpers of each other. They (collaborate)
to promote all that is good and oppose all
that is evil; establish prayers and give
charity, and obey Allah and His
Messenger.” Wherever the Quran talks of
establishing prayer, it talks in gender
neutral terms. Before the five daily
prayers, a prayer call or azaan is
pronounced. The azaan is a general
invitation to both men and women for
prayers, reminding the faithful, ‘Come for
prayer, come for success’.

Incidentally, when Muslims go to
Mecca and Medina for Hajj and Umrah
(lesser pilgrimage), both men and women
pray at Haram Sharief in Mecca and
Masjid-e-Nabavi in Medina. Both places
have separate halls earmarked for men
and women. Also, across West Asia there
is no ban on women coming to the masjid
for prayers. In the U.S. and Canada too,
women access mosques for prayers, and
even gather there for special Taraweeh

Entry for all: Women gathered at Jama Masjid offering prayers on the eve of Eid-Ul-Fitr on May 2.

as

prayers in Ramzan and lessons on
religion. The denial of access to mosques
for women worshippers is a largely
subcontinental phenomenon. In India,
only a handful of mosques maintained or
owned by Jamaat-e-Islami and the
Ahl-e-Hadith sect have provisions for
women worshippers. Most mosques while
not expressly forbidding women’s entry
in masjids, have no provision for women
to do ablutions for prayer or a separate
prayer zone for them. They are built
keeping only men in mind. Under the
circumstances, they are reduced to a
‘men only’ zone.

Have there been similar bans before?
The short-lived order of the Jama Masjid
administration drew parallels with the
much more prolonged ban on entry of
women inside the sanctum sanctorum of
the Haji Ali Dargah in Mumbai. Back in
2011, a grill was put up on the premises of
the vastly popular 15th century dargah,

What is the Karnataka voter
data theft case?

How did the Chilume Educational Cultural and Rural Development Trust acquire personal information of

voters? Can the data be recovered?

Darshan Devaiah B. P.

The story so far:

n November 16, Bengaluru’s civic
0 body, the Bruhat Bengaluru

Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) said in
a press release that it had cancelled
permissions granted to the Chilume
Educational Cultural and Rural
Development Trust to conduct
house-to-house surveys to help create
awareness about the Systematic Voters’
Education and Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) programme. The NGO has been
accused of collecting personal
information from the public, under the
guise of spreading awareness, by
impersonating BBMP officials. The
Congress-led Opposition has alleged that
this was done in connivance with the
ruling BJP government. The BJP has
however, denied the allegations and
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launched a counter-attack alleging that
the NGO was first given permission by the
previous Congress government.

What is the voter data theft case?

In 2018, the Chilume Educational Cultural
and Rural Development Trust was granted
permission to carry out house-to-house
visits to create awareness on how to
access online applications via the voters’
helpline mobile app. On November 2, the
BBMP revoked this permission after
receiving several complaints from
residents that the NGO was collecting
personal details while conducting
door-to-door surveys by deputing field
level workers. The BBMP has admitted
that the personal information of the
voters, including Aadhaar number, phone
number and voter ID number, was
uploaded on an app (Digital Sameeksha)
developed by the Trust and not on the

Election Commission’s voter registration
app (Garuda) or voter helpline. The
Opposition has accused the NGO of
large-scale electoral fraud, malpractice
and manipulation of voters’ lists.

What has been the fallout?

The BBMP has registered two FIRs in
Bengaluru against the NGO under
sections 406 (criminal breach of trust),
419 (cheating by personation), 420
(cheating) and 468 (forgery) of the Indian
Penal Code. On November 20, the police
arrested Krishnappa Ravikumar,
co-founder of the Chilume Trust, who had
been absconding since the scandal broke
out. The police has also arrested
Kempegowda, one of the directors of the
Trust and has detained the main software
developer of the Digital Sameeksha app.
Furthermore, notices have been issued to
Revenue officials, who are in-charge of

Lo
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prohibiting women from going beyond it.
Following the ‘this much and no further’
order, some women approached the
dargah management for redress.
However, with the requests having been
denied, they started a campaign, ‘Haji Ali
for All’, winning over more women in the
process. Led by the Bharatiya Muslim
Mahila Andolan, the women approached
the Bombay High Court which ruled in
their favour in 2016.

What is the legal issue?

According to the Constitution, there is
complete equality between men and
women. In the Haji Ali Dargah case too,
the High Court quoted Articles 15, 16 and
25 of the Constitution to grant women the
desired access to the dargah. There are
petitions filed before the Supreme Court
wherein access has been sought for
women in all mosques across the country.
The apex court has clubbed them with
the Sabarimala case.

electoral roll revision and linking of
Aadhaar card with electoral rolls. The
police are also analysing the app to
ascertain what data was collected and for
whom it was meant. Electronic devices
were recovered from the premises of the
offices of the Trust in Malleswaram in
west Bengaluru through which the police
is attempting to recover the data which
has potential for misuse.

What will happen to the data?

Such mass collection of data is violative of
the fundamental right to privacy as
defined in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (retd.)
vs Union of India. The judgment formally
recognised the right to privacy as being a
fundamental right stemming from the
right to life and personal liberty,
guaranteed under Article 21 of the Indian
Constitution. The data which was
collected by the NGO has potential for
misuse, according to experts and
election-watchers. Activist and electoral
rolls analyst P.G. Bhat said that while a
probe would act as deterrence, he was
sceptical about data recovery. “Any
number of copies of the data could be
anywhere in the world on the cloud. It is
practically impossible to prevent the data
from falling into the hands of those who
are ready to pay for it. Even before this
scandal broke, there have been many
improprieties carried out with data from
the electoral rolls,” he said.

THE GIST
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Last week, the Jama Masjid in
Delhi prohibited the entry of
single women or women in
groups inside the mosque
premises. This decision led to
major backlash, following
which the mosque authorities
withdrew the ban.

v

The Quran at no place
prohibits women from going to
mosques for prayers. For
instance, verse 71 of Surah
Taubah, says, “The believing
men and women are
protectors and helpers of each
other. They (collaborate) to
promote all that is good and
oppose all that is evil; establish
prayers and give charity, and
obey Allah and His Messenger.”
Wherever the Quran talks of
establishing prayer, it talks in
gender neutral terms.

v

There are petitions filed before
the Supreme Court wherein
access has been sought for
women in all mosques across
the country. The apex court
has clubbed them with the
Sabarimala case.

THE GIST
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The Chilume Educational
Cultural and Rural
Development Trust has been
accused of collecting personal
information from the public,
under the guise of spreading
awareness, by impersonating
BBMP officials.

v

The personal information of
the voters, including Aadhaar
number, phone number and
voter ID number, was uploaded
on an app developed by the
Trust and not on the Election
Commission’s voter
registration app (Garuda).

v

Activist and electoral rolls
analyst P.G. Bhat said that
while a probe would act as
deterrence, he was sceptical
about data recovery.
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ABSTRACT

A polling official, marks the finger of a woman with indelible ink before she casts her vote. Ap

The lack of strategic voting: a study of
Uttar Pradesh 2017 elections

Trying to find meaning in the Duverger’s Law, the authors of this paper take a closer look at the types of voters and voting patterns in the State of

Uttar Pradesh to understand mass electoral behaviour in the country

Rebecca Rose Varghese

Heath, O., & Ziegfeld, A., ‘Why So Little
Strategic Voting in India?’, American
Political Science Review, Vol 116, Issue 4,
November 2022. Pp.1523-1529

mong the many studies

conducted on electoral

behaviour and voting patterns,

Oliver Heath and Adam
Ziegfeld’s article ‘Why So Little Strategic
Voting in India?’, looks at how despite the
many theories on strategic voting, only 1%
or less of voters from Uttar Pradesh, the
largest State in the country in terms of
population, engages in said voting
method.

In 2017, State elections were conducted
in U.P., with strong competition between
the incumbent Samajwadi Party (SP), the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). The study
was conducted by the Indian survey firm
Cicero, through a face-to-face survey in
February and March 2017, after the 2017
State elections took place but before
results were announced. About 3,600
respondents were selected from voter
rolls, using a stratified random sampling
method from 66 of U.P.’s 403
constituencies.

Duverger’s Law and strategic voting
In Political Parties, French political
scientist Maurice Duverger proposes a
hypothesis about the relationship
between the number of parties in a
country and its electoral system. He
explains that a simple majority
single-ballot system, favours the
two-party system, while in a
simple-majority system with a second
ballot or in proportional representation, a
multi-party system is favoured. Thus, in
single-member district plurality voting
systems (SMDP) such as in U.P. where the
candidate who gets more votes is declared
the winner, a two-party system should be
preferred. And ideally, strategic voting
must take place, wherein a voter despite
feeling close to a political party, votes for

a different party, as they feel that the
latter party has a better chance of
winning. They are expected to strategise
their votes, keeping aside their
attachment to a party when they feel that
their vote would be wasted because their
party is unlikely to win in their
constituency.

The authors explain that while many
studies support this theory, their data
revealed otherwise — that strategic voting
was almost non-existent in the State. The
reasoning given behind such an anomaly
by political theorists like André Blais is
that voters avoid engaging in strategic
behaviour because of a sense of loyalty
towards their preferred parties. This
prevents them from voting for others. But
even this argument is refuted by the
authors in their analysis.

Types of voters

Before one understands the voting
patterns of the electors in U.P. and the
lack of strategic voting in the State, one
must look at the different categories of
voters that emerge in such an analysis
which gives us a better understanding of
the general electoral pattern. Among all
the voters, there are two types of voters
who cannot vote strategically — the
‘unattached’ voters who express no
preference for a particular party and thus
cannot vote strategically as they have no
preferred party to abandon for strategic
reasons; and ‘constrained’ voters who
prefer a party that is not running in their
constituency and thus do not have the
option of remaining loyal to their
preferred party.

Of the voters who can vote
strategically, there are four sub-categories
— the ‘sincere’ voter who will vote for
their preferred party as they sincerely
expect it to come in first or second in
their constituency, having no reason to
strategically abandon their preferred
party; the ‘expressive’ voter who despite
knowing that his preferred party might
lose, will vote for them, for expressive
and not instrumental purposes; the
‘insincere’ voter who for whatever

reason, votes for a party other than their
preferred party even though they believe
that it will win the election; and finally the
‘strategic’ voter who believes that their
preferred party is unlikely to win and
thus, votes for another party who they
believe will come in first or second in
their constituency.

Data from the surveys revealed that
close to 28% could not vote strategically
as they were either unattached or
constrained. A vast majority were sincere
voters with the share of strategic voters
limited to 1.1% and only 1.6% of the total
voters who could vote strategically. The
share of expressive voters was less than
0.5%. Thus, the lack of strategic voting
can be attributed to the fact that voters
sincerely believed that their preferred
party would come first or second in their
constituency and not their loyalty
towards a party that is expected to lose.
Of the 55 respondents who believed that
their preferred party could lose, 41 (75%)
voted strategically, which is higher than
most estimates from other countries.

The need for political awareness
Allegiance to a party tends to distort the
voter’s belief about their party’s ability to
win in their constituency, dampening
their concept of voting strategically. More
than 90% of the respondents believed
that their preferred parties were likely to
win and did not think that their party was
uncompetitive, though many of them
were statistically proven wrong. This,
being said, the voter’s objective attitude
towards party performance did come into
play in the perception of the other
parties’ performances in the elections.
They correlated the distance from
contention and beliefs about election
outcomes when it came to parties other
than the ones they supported. The
authors thus conclude that strategic
voting was unlikely to affect the election
outcomes, even though the voters in U.P.
for instance, were willing to vote in
accordance with the theory when they
expected their preferred party to lose,
proving that strategic voting is not a

pressing factor that determines two-party
election outcomes in the country.

While this phenomenon is relevant in
U.P,, it cannot claim to be a pan-Indian
phenomenon. In attributing such voting
patterns to the mass electoral behaviour
in the country, the authors did not
consider the range of political awareness
and differences in voting cultures in
different parts of the country. The authors
point to the lack of public opinion polling
or proxies for party viabilities, the
volatility of party systems where there are
no safe seats, the absence of electoral
advantage to the incumbents, and the
insufficiency of political information that
could update the voter’s beliefs and
political preferences as possible
explanations for lack of tactical voting
patterns. But they miss out on how
political strategies made by voters in a
State are largely dependent on the level of
literacy, political activism, and general
political awareness of the people and how
this, in turn, is influenced by the
socio-economic and political history of
the State.

In Tamil Nadu and Kerala for instance,
people tactically vote for either of the two
major political alliances, as smaller
parties seem non-viable. Accordingly, the
smaller regional parties also change their
alliance every election season. In Kerala,
the smaller regional parties or
independent candidates are preferred
during panchayat or general body
elections, as they are trusted to bring
about hyper-local change. During the
State Assembly elections, the voters
prefer to choose between the two strong
alliances (the Left Front and the United
Front) while also strategically alternating
between the two in most electoral
seasons. During the Lok Sabha elections,
they prefer to vote for parties that they
believe have the ability to form a strong
alliance at the national level.

Examples of such strategies in different
States are proof that strategic voting can
only be followed when there is higher
political awareness, which is not uniform
across India.

THE DAILY QUIZ

On November 30, 2018, George H. W. Bush, the 41st President of
the United States passed away. Here is a quiz on U.S. Presidents

Sindhu Nagaraj

QUESTION 1
Both these Presidents died on the A
same day. One was previously the
nation’s Vice President under the
other, and the first United States
Secretary of State under George
Washington. Name both the
Presidents.

QUESTION 2
This President was involved in a A
bribery scandal concerning oil

the scandal called?

QUESTION 3

This was a series of violent civil
confrontations in an organised
incorporated territory of the U.S.
that happened predominantly

cM
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during the Presidency of James
Buchanan. What is it called?

A These confrontations happened
over which issue?

QUESTION 4

Name the play during which
Abraham Lincoln, the 16th
President of the United States,
was assassinated by a
well-known stage actor. Name
A the theatre where the play was
being staged.

QUESTION 5

leases. Name the President. Whatis | This President had a nickname,
for being a man of few words.
A Known for his response to the
Boston Police Strike, he became A
the only president to have his
portrait on a coin during his
lifetime. Name the President and
his nickname.

Visual question:

he known for?

»

This is the artillery section of this President’s Memorial seen on the grounds
of the U.S. Capitol. Identify the President. Looking at the image, what was

q

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Questions (abridged) and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz: 1. This footballer
was the coach of FC Barcelona when it won its
fifth Champions League title. Ans: Luis
Enrique

2. This former FC Barcelona president was shot
dead by General Franco’s troops. Ans: Josep
Sunyol

3. This former player is famous for scouting and
recruiting Lionel Messi to the club. Ans: Carles
Rexach

4. This former player was part of the 1992
Champions League triumph for the club. This
player was the only goal scorer in the final of
the 1992 Champions League. Ans: Pep
Guardiola, Ronald Koeman

5. This player played a record 55 consecutive
unbeaten games between the 2010-11 and
2011-12 seasons. Ans: Andres Iniesta

Visual: This player represented three countries
in international football. Ans: Laszlo Kubala
Early Birds: K. N. Viswanathan| Vishi Sinha

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

“Sir, can you say ‘He emphasised on the
point’?”

“No. You emphasise something, but
you do not emphasise on something.

He emphasised the point that I made
the other day.

He emphasised the importance of
freedom from fear.

But you can lay emphasis on
something.

He laid emphasis on integrity.

So you emphasise something but lay
emphasis on something. The same
applies to ‘stress’. You stress a point but
you lay stress on some point. But you do
not stress on something.

He stressed the importance of character.

He laid stress on the importance of
character.

In the word ‘machine’ the stress is on
the second syllable.

Our emphasis should be on character
and not mere achievements.”

“Sir, Mrs. Jaya Nagarajan of Hyderabad
wants to know how the words ‘expedite’
and ‘expeditiously’ are used.”

“ ‘Expedite’ means ‘to speed up’, ‘to
execute promptly’, ‘hasten some action
or process’.

His rude remarks last month expedited
his fall.

This expedites the flowering process.

You will be in trouble unless you
expedite things.

You must expedite the despatch of food
packets to the people affected by the floods.

‘Expeditiously’ means ‘acting or done
with speed and efficiency’.

The government must take expeditious
measures to wipe out black money.

Please despatch the books expeditiously.

In American English ‘expedite’ is used
occasionally to mean ‘to send out or to
despatch’.

‘Please expedite the books’ would
mean ‘Please despatch the books’ in
American English. The word expedite is
from Latin ex, from + pedis, feet; it means
to free a person’s feet from fetters’.”

“Ms. Nalini Mohan of Nellore wants to
know the pronunciation of ‘yacht’, sir.”

“ “Yacht’ rhymes with ‘lot’, ‘hot’, ‘cot’.
The ‘c’ and ‘h’ in ‘yacht’ are silent.”

“What is a ‘yacht’, sir?”

“A yacht is ‘a light sailing-boat built
specially for racing’. Let’s stop here for
the day. Goodbye.”

“Thank you, sir. Goodbye.”

Word of the day

Lampoon:
ridicule with satire

Syno NYMS: satirise, mockery, parody

Usage:
The writer often lampoons the ridiculous statements
made by our politicians.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/lampoonpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: lampgwn

Yy

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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From Page One

Doubling court strength
won’t end pendency: SC

The Chief Justice said that it was difficult to get
good lawyers to fill up the existing judicial posi-
tions itself. “Try getting judges to fill up the exist-
ing positions... then you will know how difficult it
is,” he said. He said the reality on the ground con-
cerning High Courts ought to be appreciated. “We
can’t just appoint anybody... Ask the Chief Justice
of the Bombay High Court as to how many good la-
wyers are willing to accept judgeships today,” CJI
Chandrachud said.

On Monday, Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul voiced
similar concerns about finding good legal talent to
join the Bench after he and the CJI had met with
the Chief Justices of the High Courts. Justice Kaul
had said that 20% of the judicial posts in the High
Courts were vacant. Justice Kaul, the second se-
nior-most Supreme Court judge and a Collegium
member, had said that the Chief Justices of several
High Courts had complained about lawyers being
unwilling to accept invitations to the Bench be-
cause of the uncertainty posed by the govern-
ment’s inaction.

Justice P.S. Narasimha, the Associate Judge on
the CJI Bench, said on Tuesday that it was a “non
sequitur to say that you increase the number of
judges and pendency will go away. It is not cor-
rect”. Increasing the number of judges was not
the solution, Justice Narasimha said. Mr. Upad-
hyay said that all matters were pending in the Alla-
habad High Court for at least 10 years.

‘Nadav Lapid abused
invitation to IFFI panel’

Mr. Lapid was invited to chair the jury at the Inter-
national Film Festival of India (IFFI) in Goa where
The Kashmir Files was screened. The Israeli jury
chief lashed out at the film and said, “We were, all
of us, [jury members] disturbed and shocked by
the 15th film, Kashmir Files, that felt to us like a
vulgar propaganda movie inappropriate for an ar-
tistic competitive section of such a prestigious film
festival.”

In response, the Israeli envoy indicated that the
filmmaker’s criticism of the controversial film may
affect sentiments in India, stating, “The friend-
ship between the people and the states of India
and Israel is very strong and will survive the dam-
age you have inflicted. As a human being I feel ash-
amed and want to apologize to our hosts for the
bad manner in which we repaid them for their ge-
nerosity and friendship.” “You will go back to Is-
rael thinking that you are bold and ‘made a state-
ment’. We, the representatives of Israel, would
stay here. You should see our DM boxes following
your ‘bravery’ and what implications it may have
on the team under my responsibility,” he said.

Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut on Tuesday the mo-
vie had been politicised and more Kashmiri Pan-
dits suffered after its release. “It was propaganda
by one party against another,” Mr. Raut alleged.

SIA to get 25.1% in Al as
part of Vistara deal

“Vistara shall be merged with Air India post re-
ceipt of requisite approvals. The transaction is es-
timated to be completed by March 2024,” Tata
Sons said in a press statement. In the meantime,
“it will be business as usual” for Vistara and its
customers, its chief executive officer Vinod Kan-
nan said. With this consolidation, the Air India
group has the second-largest domestic market
share of 25.9% behind only IndiGo, which con-
trols 56.7% of domestic traffic. The group also has
the highest international market share among In-
dian airlines of nearly 22.7%. It is the only Indian
airline to operate both full-service and low-cost
passenger services.

“We are excited with the opportunity of creat-
ing a strong Air India which would offer both full-
service and low-cost service across domestic and
international routes. We would like to thank Sin-
gapore Airlines for their continued partnership,”
said Tata Sons chairman N. Chandrasekaran.

“The combination of Tata Sons and Singapore
Airlines will provide Air India with the requisite
strategic expertise, industry capabilities, access to
capital and determination to create an airline that
India will be proud of,” said Kapil Kaul, chief exec-
utive of aviation research and advisory firm CAPA
India.

Gehlot, Pilot share a
common platform

A meeting to review preparations for the yatra, at-
tended by AICC general secretary K.C. Venugopal,
at the Congress ‘war room’ here brought the two
feuding leaders together. While Mr. Venugopal
said the Congress in Rajasthan was united, Mr.
Gehlot made a mention of Mr. Gandhi’s statement
describing him and Mr. Pilot as “assets to the
party”.

“When the message has come from our top
leader, we will work in unison in the party’s inter-
est,” the Chief Minister told reporters after the
meeting.

Mr. Venugopal, a Rajya Sabha member elected
from Rajasthan, came here on a day’s visit appa-
rently to resolve the infighting, bring the two war-
ring factions together and oversee the prepara-
tions for the yatra.
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EC to hear Shiv Sena dispute
over name, symbol on Dec. 12

On November 15, the Delhi High Court had dismissed Uddhav Thackeray’s petition against the

Commission’s order to freeze the party’s name and symbol ahead of the byelection

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Election Com-
T mission (EC), in an
order on Tuesday,

fixed December 12 as the
date for the first hearing in
the dispute over the name
and bow-and-arrow sym-
bol of the two warring Shiv
Sena factions.

The commission, in in-
terim orders on October 8
and November 12, called
for details and documents
from both factions by No-
vember 23 to bolster their
respective claims under

Earlier this month,
the EC had allotted
‘flaming torch’ to the
Thackeray group and
‘sword and shield’ to
the Shinde faction

the Election Symbols (Re-
servation and Allotment)
Order, 1968.

On November 15, the
Delhi High Court had dis-
missed former Maharash-
tra Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray’s plea against
the EC’s October 8 decision
this year of freezing the

bow-and-arrow symbol.

The petition had also
sought an expeditious de-
cision on the part of the
commission regarding a
decision on the dispute
between Mr. Thackeray’s
camp and the other led by
incumbent Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde.

Symbol allotment

While Mr. Thackeray’s fac-
tion had been allotted a
flaming torch, Mr. Shinde’s
was allowed a sword and
shield as interim symbols
for the Andheri East As-

sembly byelection won by
the Thackeray camp ear-
lier this month.

The election manage-
ment body had asked both
groupings to submit docu-
mentation to support their
claim to the symbol by No-
vember 23 after which the
EC had said it would hear
the matter.

Both factions have now
been further allowed time
till 5 p.m. on December 9
to submit any further state-
ment or documents re-
garding their respective
claims, the Commission
said.

Two lawyers become
Additional Judges of
Bombay High Court

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

A day after the Supreme
Court expressed its disap-
proval about the delay by
the Union government in
appointing judges as per
the Supreme Court Collegi-
um, the Union Law Minis-
try on Tuesday notified the
appointments of two judg-
es to the Bombay High
Court.

Advocates Santosh Go-
vindrao  Chapalgaonkar
and Milind Manohar Sath-
aye have been elevated as
Additional Judges of the
High Court, said the Law
Ministry. Union Law Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju took to

Twitter to convey his best
wishes to the new judges.

SC criticism

On Monday, the Supreme
court had criticised the go-
vernment for holding up
the Collegium recommen-
dations for months togeth-
er.

Justice Sanjay Kishan
Kaul, the second senior-
most Supreme Court judge
and a Collegium member,
said that the Chief Justices
of several High Courts had
complained about lawyers
being unwilling to accept
invitations to the Bench
owing to the uncertainty
posed by the government’s
inaction.

‘India grew as
aregional
power in
Indo-Pacific’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India has emerged as a re-
gional power and net se-
curity provider in the Indo-
Pacific as its capacity to
provide humanitarian as-
sistance and disaster relief
to its citizens and regional
partners has grown, De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Tuesday.

“We have strengthened
multilateral partnerships
through engagement via
regional mechanisms. This
has improved interopera-
bility, enabling faster res-
ponse in crisis situations,”
he said at the multi-agency
Humanitarian Assistance
and Disaster Relief (HADR)
exercise ‘Samanvay 2022’
in Agra, Uttar Pradesh.

He noted that Asia, par-
ticularly the Indo-Pacific
region, is vulnerable to the
impact of climate change.

The exercise is being
conducted by the Indian
Air Force at the Agra Air
Force Station from Novem-
ber 28 to 30.

In addition to various
stakeholders within the

country, representatives
from the Association of
South East Nations

(ASEAN) nations are also
attending the exercise.

AIIMS services remain disrupted for
seventh straight day amid alleged
ransomware attack on its servers

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The services at the All In-
dia Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in the na-
tional capital were carried
out manually for the se-
venth consecutive day on
Tuesday, after the hospital
last week said its servers
might have been subjected
to a ransomware attack.

“The eHospital data has
been restored on the ser-
vers. Network is being san-
itised before the services
can be restored. The pro-
cess is taking some time
due to the volume of data
and large number of ser-
vers/computers for the
hospital services. All hospi-
tal services, including out-
patient, in-patient, labora-
tories, etc. continue to run
on manual mode,” the hos-
pital said in a statement.

The AIIMS spokesper-
son, however, did not con-
firm or deny media reports
that the hackers had alleg-
edly demanded an estimat-
ed 200 crore in crypto-
currency from the
hospital.

A senior officer at the
Delhi Police Cyber Cell said
an investigation was under

Network down: A man carrying his baby outside the AlIMS, Delhi as the server of the hospital is down

for the seventh consecutive day. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

way and the police were
examining the AIIMS web-
site apart from checking
the database. He said mea-
sures would be taken to
maintain  cybersecurity.
However, it was a time-tak-
ing process, considering
the large volume of data on
the website.

Last Wednesday, AIIMS
said the National Informat-
ics Centre team working at
the institute had informed
the institute that the ser-
vers were down and that it
could be a ransomware
attack.

On Thursday, Prashant
Gautam, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police, Intelli-
gence Fusion & Strategic
Operations (IFSO), said
they received information
regarding the ransomware
attack on the AIIMS servers
and on that basis, a first in-
formation report under
Section 385 (putting per-
son in fear of injury in or-
der to commit extortion) of
the Indian Panel Code and
Section 66/66F of the IT
Act pertaining to compu-
ter-related offences, had
been lodged with the IFSO

against unknown persons.
There were long queues
at the hospital on the first
day of the attack as the ser-
ver was down since morn-
ing. Though the situation
got better, patients still had
to spend more time in
queues, according to doc-
tors and nurses. A doctor
said on the first day of the
attack there was a lot of
chaos and confusion, but
the situation had improved
now. The doctor said ear-
lier appointments could be
done online, but now it
had to be done manually.

MMRCL can
seek approval
to fell 84 trees
at Aarey: SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday modified its status
quo order on felling trees
in the Aarey Colony, allow-
ing Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation Ltd. (MMRCL)
to pursue its application
before the Tree Authority
for permission to cut 84
trees for a train ramp at its
metro car shed project.
“In such projects involv-
ing large outlay of public
funds, the court cannot be
oblivious to the serious dis-
location which will be
caused if the public invest-
ment which has gone into
the project were to be dis-
regarded... Undoubtedly,
considerations pertaining
to the environment are of
concern because all deve-
lopment must, it is well-
settled, be sustainable,” a
Bench of Chief Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud and Justice
P.S. Narasimha observed.
The court narrated the
events which led to the
State government’s deci-
sion to first accept its Tech-
nical Committee report of
2015 and then rescind it la-
ter after receiving a com-
munication from the Un-
ion Ministry of Urban
Affairs in March 2022.

Extremism, terrorism
are against meaning
of Islam, says NSA

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

National Security Adviser
(NSA) Ajit Doval said on
Tuesday that extremism
and terrorism were against
the very meaning of Islam
and opposition to such
forces should not be paint-
ed as a confrontation with
any religion. He sought ci-
vil society’s cooperation in
countering the threat from
ISIS-inspired individual ter-
ror cells, and returnees
from theatres such as Syria
and Afghanistan.

He added that ulemas
(clerics) had a leading role
in educating people on the
“original tolerant and mod-
erate principles of Islam
and countering extremism
with progressive ideas and
thought”. Mr. Doval was
speaking to a group of
scholars and clerics from
India and Indonesia on the
“Role of Ulema in fostering
a culture of interfaith
peace and social harmony
in India and Indonesia”.

The Indonesian delega-
tion was led by Coordinat-
ing Minister for Political,

Muslims clerics have
a leading role in
educating people
about principles of
Islam, Doval says

Legal and Security Affairs,
Mohammad Mahfud M.D.,
who held a dialogue with
their Indian counterparts
and other religious leaders
at the India Islamic Cultu-
ral Centre on varied topics.

“Indonesia  is  the
world’s largest Islamic
country and India is home
to the third largest Muslim
population in the world,”
he said.

“Extremism and terro-
rism are against the very
meaning of Islam because
Islam means peace and
well-being. Opposition to
such forces should not be
painted as a confrontation
with any religion. That is a
ruse... India and Indone-
sia, with their experience
of multi-faith harmony and
co-existence, can send a
joint message to the world
to eschew violence and
conflict,” the NSA said.

BSF all-woman patrol team
shoots down Pak. drone,
seizes 3 kg of narcotics

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

An all-woman patrol team
of the Border Security
Force (BSF) shot down a
drone that entered the In-
dian territory from Pakis-
tan in the late hours of
Monday. The drone sus-
pected to be carrying nar-
cotics was intercepted by
two BSF constables when
they were on patrolling du-
ty at Dariya Mansor in Am-
ritsar district of Punjab
along the Pakistan border.

At 11.47 p.m. on Monday,
the women troops de-
ployed at the border heard
the buzzing sound of a sus-
pected drone coming from
Pakistan. The women team
fired two illumination
bombs and 20 rounds
were fired at the drone, a
BSF official said. One of the
bullets hit the drone and it
fell down at a distance.

Recovered material

During the search opera-
tion, the BSF recovered a
partially damaged hexa-
copter, an unmanned ae-
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Brought to the ground: The hexacopter shot down near the
India-Pakistan border on Tuesday. PTI

rial vehicle weighing 18 kg
with six rotors, lying in an
agriculture field in Chahar-
pur village. Around three
kg of suspected narcotics
was recovered from the
drone.

In another instance, the
BSF troops intercepted a
20-kg drone in Tarn Taran
district along the Pakistan
border around 10 p.m. on
Monday. The drone was
carrying 7.5 kg of narcotics
suspected to be heroin.

The BSF, the Punjab Pol-
ice and the Union Home
Ministry have on several
occasions flagged the issue
of smuggling of drugs from

across the border through
drones.

The BSF has deployed
anti-drone technology at
few locations but over the
past two years there has
been a substantial increase
in sighting of drones along
the Pakistan border.

The Punjab government
had informed a Parliamen-
tary Committee on Home
Affairs earlier this year that
drones have been sighted
over 133 times near Pakis-
tan border in the last two
years. It informed that the
first recorded delivery of
arms/ammunition by
drone was in August, 2019.

»

Yudh Abhyas
among five
other bilateral
Army drills on

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Indian Army is cur-
rently engaged in bilateral
exercises with five coun-
tries under way both inside
and outside the country
meant to improve interop-
erability with. The 18th edi-
tion of India-U.S. Army ex-
ercise  ‘Yudh Abhyas’
which is under way at Auli
in Uttarakhand, about 100
km from the Line of Actual
Control, has entered the
validation phase and is set
to conclude this week.
Other exercises such as
Ex Austra Hind with Aus-
tralia are under way at Ma-
hajan field firing ranges in
Rajasthan from November
28 to December 11 and Ex
Agni Warrior with Singa-
pore at Deolali from No-
vember 13 to December 03.
The outgoing exercises are
Ex Harimau Shakti with
Malaysia from November
28 to December 12 and Ex
Garuda Shakti with Indo-
nesia, between Special
Forces began on Novem-
ber 21. Ex KazInd with Ka-
zakhstan is scheduled in
mid-December.
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Kharge’s
remark on
Modi draws
BJP ire

The Hindu Bureau
AHMEDABAD

The last day of campaign-
ing for the first phase of the
Assembly election in Guja-
rat saw the top leaders of
the BJP and the Congress
exchanging barbs, after
Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge demanded
to know why only Prime
Minister Narendra Modi re-
mained the saffron party’s
face in all campaigns.
Addressing a poll rally in
Ahmedabad, the Congress
president said, “We see
your (Modi’s) face in cor-
poration elections, MLA
elections or MP elections,
everywhere. Do you have
100 heads like Raavan?”
BJP leader Gujarat CM
Bhupendra Patel tweeted,
“The statement made by
Kharge ji against PM @na-
rendramodi ji is testimony
to their hate for Gujaratis.”

Phase 1 campaign ends; Saurashtra
and Kutch go to the polls tomorrow

Over 2.39 crore voters will decide the fate of 788 candidates in the fray for 89 seats in 19 districts; ruling BJP, Congress and

new-entrant Aam Aadmi Party run a long-drawn but dull campaign punctuated by allegations and counter-allegations

The Hindu Bureau
AHMEDABAD

ampaigning for the
C first phase of the

Gujarat Assembly
election to be held on De-
cember 1 ended on Tues-
day evening. As many as
788 candidates are in the
fray for 89 seats in 19 dis-
tricts in Saurashtra and
south Gujarat.

Amid allegations and
counter-allegations, a
long-drawn campaign by
the ruling BJP, the Con-
gress and the Aam Aadmi
Party, the newest entrant
in the political arena in the
State, ended in what ap-
pears to be a dull election
season compared with
that in 2017, when the
election was held against

Final push: (Left) Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant seeking votes for the BJP in Ahmedabad on
Tuesday, while Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge campaigns for his party the previous day. PTi

the backdrop of a massive
agitation by the Patidars
and another by the Other
Backward Classes across
the State.

Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal, Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah and BJP pre-
sident J.P. Nadda were
among those who cam-
paigned on the last day.

Chief Electoral Officer P.
Bharathi said all arrange-
ments had been made for
the first phase of polling on
Thursday. “Polling will take
place in 19 districts of Sau-
rashtra and Kutch. Train-
ing has been provided to
polling staff. Webcasting
will be done at 50% polling
booths,” she said.

“Central paramilitary
forces have also been de-
ployed. A total of
2,39,76,760 voters will vote
in the first phase of the
election,” she said. The se-
cond phase of the election
will be held on December
5. A total of 833 candidates
are in the fray for 93 seats.
The counting of votes will
take place on December 8,
along with that of the Hi-
machal Pradesh election.

Cong. turns down the volume, goes door to door

GROUND REPORT

Sandeep Phukan
SOMNATH/VERAVAL

The grand temple of Som-
nath forms the perfect set-
ting to contrast the Con-
gress’s strategy for the
Gujarat Assembly election
in 2022 with its markedly
different campaign in the
previous election. During
the 2017 campaign, Con-
gress leader Rahul Gand-
hi’s visit to the Somnath
temple triggered a contro-
versy after the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) alleged
that he had refused to
identify himself as a Hin-

du. This, in turn, had
prompted Randeep Surje-
wala, who was then head-
ing the party’s communi-
cation department, to say
that Mr. Gandhi was a ja-
naeu dhari (sacred thread-
wearing) Brahmin.

“It’s precisely to avoid
such unnecessary contro-
versies, the Congress has
resorted to a silent cam-
paign,” says Ravi Khakk-
hat, a local journalist in
the port town of Veraval,
barely five km from the
Somnath temple.

On Tuesday, the last day
of campaigning for the 89
seats that go to the polls in
the first phase on Decem-
ber 1, Somnath-Veraval
witnessed a show of

Door-to-door: Congress flags line the streets of a neighbourhood in
Somnath as Gujarat goes to polls. VIJAY SONEJI

strength by the sitting Con-
gress legislator, Bimal Chu-
dasama, who took out a ki-
lometre-long roadshow.
What was the one issue
over which he is seeking
re-election? “Monghvari!”

The Gujarati word for
price rise or inflation, he
said, as his motorcade
went past the Tower
Chowk area of the town.
“The biggest issues for
the people today are me-

hangai or inflation, cor-
ruption and unemploy-
ment. And we are
concentrating only on
these issues though the
Prime Minister [Narendra
Modi] and the Home Mi-
nister [Amit Shah] are try-
ing their best to polarise
on Hindu-Muslim lines.
But these issues are not
getting traction and won’t
work,” Gujarat Pradesh
Congress Committee chief
Jagdish Thakor told The
Hindu.

“We are going door to
door and pointing out the
misgovernance of the BJP.
Be it during the COVID
pandemic or natural ca-
lamities such as the cy-
clone that affected farm-

ers, governance was
missing. And now, the cost
of living is unbearable. Pe-
ople relate to these issues,”
Mr. Thakor said.

But many argue that the
Congress’s campaign
seems muted in compari-
son to that of the ruling
BJP, whose lead campaign-
er is the Prime Minister, or
new entrant, Aam Admi
Party (AAP), which has
fielded Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal as its
star campaigner.

The Congress has not
only appointed senior
leaders as zonal observers
but has also appointed one
for each of the 26 Lok Sab-
ha seats to supervise its
ground-level campaign

INBRIEF

Jagdanand Singh likely to

continue as Bihar RJD chief

Ending speculation over who will be the next
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) State president for
Bihar, the incumbent Jagdanand Singh on
Tuesday reached the party office along with
party leader and State Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Yadav. Mr. Singh, a veteran party leader,
was earlier said to be upset over his younger son
Sudhakar Singh’s resignation as the State’s
Agriculture Minister, and had stopped visiting the
party office or attending party meetings since

October 2.

NIA crackdown on terror

syndicate continues

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) on
Tuesday conducted searches at 13 locations in
different States as part of an ongoing drive
against the nexus between terrorists, gangsters
and drug traffickers based in India and overseas.
The searches were carried out in Punjab’s
Fazilka, Tarn Taran, Ludhiana, Sangrur and
Mohali; Yamuna Nagar in Haryana; Sikar in
Rajasthan; and Chandigarh, apart from some
places in and around Delhi. This third round of
searches, in which the premises of suspects
Kaushal Chaudhary, Vishal Maan, Binny Gurjar,
Ravi Rajgarh and their associates were covered,
pertains to two cases registered in August.

Graft allegations may return

to trouble Shivpal Yadav

With Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party Lohiya
president Shivpal Yadav choosing to campaign
for Samajwadi Party candidate Dimple Yadav in
the Mainpuri Lok Sabha byelection after having
sent out feelers to the ruling BJP, old allegations
of corruption in the Gomti riverfront project
which he oversaw may come back to haunt him.
Speculation is rife in the power of corridors in
Lucknow that the CBI is reaching out to the Uttar
Pradesh government for permission to question

Mr. Yadav in the case.

No one should be arrogant, SP
replies to Adityanath’s remarks

The Hindu Bureau
LUCKNOW

The Samajwadi Party (SP)
on Tuesday hit back at Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath over his
“pendulum” jibe at Pragat-
isheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohiya) president Shivpal
Singh Yadav.

SP chief and former U.P.
CM Akhilesh Yadav cau-
tioned the BJP against arro-
gance. “Pendulum indi-
cates changing times. It
highlights nothing is per-
manent,” Mr. Yadav wrote
on social networking site
Twitter.

On November 28, dur-

ing a campaign in the Kar-
hal Assembly segment that
falls under the Mainpuri
Lok Sabha constituency,
Mr. Adityanath, obliquely
referring to Shivpal Singh,
had said, “He has become
something like a pendu-
lum, or a football that gets
kicked by both teams. We
saw how last time he was
insulted on stage through
denial of a chair and had to
sit on the arm of a chair.”
Mr. Adityanath asked
voters to support BJP no-
minee Raghuraj Singh Sha-
kya, a two-term Lok Sabha
member from adjoining
Etawah. “Development of
Mainpuri can gain momen-

tum if the local leadership
is also from the BJP,” added
Mr. Adityanath, while al-
leging that during the SP’s
rule, the State was under
the control of the land and
mining mafia that had
been nurtured by the
party.

The Mainpuri Lok Sab-
ha seat is considered a
stronghold of the SP as it
has won every parliamen-
tary election since 1996.
The SP’s candidate for the
prestigious seat is Dimple
Yadav, the daughter-in-law
of SP founder and five-
term parliamentarian from
the seat, the late Mulayam
Singh Yadav.

Opposition trying to create law and order
issues to defame government, says Stalin

C. Jaisankar
ARIYALUR

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Tuesday alleged that
the Opposition parties had
been trying to create law
and order problems in the
State so as to defame his
government.

Speaking at a govern-
ment function in Ariyalur
district, which was organ-
ised jointly with the Pe-
rambalur district adminis-
tration, he said law and
order in the State was sta-
ble. But while some were
trying to create issues of
law and order, others were

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin distributing welfare assistance to

beneficiaries in Ariyalur district on Tuesday. M. MOORTHY

longing for its deteriora-
tion. They were not able to
stomach the prevailing
peace and tranquillity.
“Some persons”, who
faced threats to their posi-

tions, had been casting as-
persions on the law and or-
der situation to retain their
posts, he said without
naming anyone.

Referring to the petition

presented to Governor
R.N. Ravi against the DMK
government by  the
AIADMK leadership a few
days ago, Mr. Stalin alleged
that former CM Edapadi K.
Palaniswami had done
nothing to protect the
State’s rights and acceler-
ate growth when he was at
the helm. But he was try-
ing to bring disrepute to
the DMK government. He
had no locus standi to level
accusations, he said.

Mr. Stalin said the State
was backward on various
fronts during the 10-year
rule of the AIADMK (2011-
21). But its leadership had

been trying to gain politi-
cal mileage, assuming that
people would forget the
misdeeds of the AITADMK
government.

According to the recent
statistics from the RBI, Ta-
mil Nadu had become the
number one State in host-
ing the maximum number
of industries. It had out-
ranked many States with
bigger populations and
larger geographical territo-
ries. It had recovered with
the proactive policies of
the DMK government and
the strong foundation laid
by former Chief Minister
M. Karunanidhi, he felt.

Rahul Gandhi’s long march is testing who will stay the course and how far

Varghese K. George
INDORE

The Narmada rippled calm-
ly as chants invoking her
blessings wafted through
the nippy morning air and
hundreds of people led by
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi crossed the Mor-
takka bridge to enter hear-
tland India on Saturday.

Sunlight barely peered
over the horizon. Mr. Gand-
hi had already marched
some distance — his Bharat
Jodo Yatra starts at 6 a.m.
every day and covers
around 15 km in the first
two hours.

This is not for the faint-
hearted or the weak-kneed
— the pace is back-break-
ing, the terrain can be chal-
lenging. The yatra has co-

vered 2,300 km by
Tuesday, 83 days after
CM

K

starting from Kanniyaku-
mari. The previous even-
ing, Mr. Gandhi performed
Narmada aarti at Omka-
reshwar where Adi Sankara
found his guru. The BJP go-
vernment in Madhya Pra-
desh is planning a statue of
the sage from Kerala — Sta-
tue of Oneness — there. For
the MP from Kerala too,
this is a journey of discov-
ery — of himself, his party
and the people.

In his early phase in pol-
itics, Mr. Gandhi had tried
to reform the Congress, but
he gave up that idea when
the party lost the 2019 Lok
Sabha election. He quit as
president and has refused
to return.

Mr. Gandhi seems to be
testing the endurance of
his comrades. A woman
carried her shoes in her
hand after they came off

»

and walked barefoot for
several kilometres — one
can’t stop without drop-
ping off. Dinesh Sharma,
an ardent follower from
Haryana, is walking bare-
foot from Kanniyakumari.
He has vowed to remain
shoeless until Mr. Gandhi
becomes India’s Prime Mi-
nister.

Along the way in his pol-
itical life, an array of lead-
ers who profited from asso-
ciation with Mr. Gandhi
crossed over to other par-
ties. Some have stuck
around. Two fierce loyalists
— Omkar Markam, a tribal
MLA from Madhya Pra-
desh, and Jothimani, Lok
Sabha member from Karur
in Tamil Nadu — were in the
close circle of Mr. Gandhi
that day. “The media is hos-
tile to Rahulji. He’s talking
to the people directly

A

through his yatra,” Mr. Mar-
kam said. “These images
will spread,” he said, point-
ing to the people taking
pictures in Barwaha town.
Mr. Gandhi stopped to
listen to Shannu and her
daughters — ragpickers in
the town. “People find him
accessible. Women feel
safe and confident around
him,” Ms. Jothimani said.

Walking on: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the Bharat Jodo
Yatra in Indore on November 27. P

Chirag Arora, an engi-
neer, travelled from Benga-
luru to join the yatra — for
the third time. “I just want
to be one of the thousands
who believe in what he
says,” Mr. Arora said.

The party paradox

The frenetic yatra is also an
escape for Mr. Gandhi from
the malfunctioning Con-

gress. One set of his advis-
ers thinks electoral politics
is meaningless or evil, even
as factional rivalries and
confused messaging bind
the party in knots. Mr.
Gandhi perhaps hopes to
strengthen his own hands
by drawing power from the
people directly, and then
deal with his recalcitrant
colleagues. “That is the pa-
radox of this yatra ... Can
we achieve anything with-
out the party,” a close fol-
lower of Mr. Gandhi
wondered.

“Yatras have shaped the
destiny of this country for
ages — be it of Buddha or
Sankara or Mahatma Gand-
hi,” another more optimist
aide said.

A more immediate task
is to tell the enemy from
the companion. The CRPF
human fence around him is

on constant vigil, as are
party volunteers trying to
keep the leader safe.
“Throw her out,” a com-
mander shouted as a wo-
man breached a rope bar-
rier and dashed towards
Mr. Gandhi. The response
was swift, the woman was
removed faster than she
arrived.

Only those cleared by
his aides can move close to
the leader, but every now
and then someone lunges
towards him and a commo-
tion follows. Mr. Gandhi re-
mains unfazed.

Anonymous threats of a
bomb attack had the police
on edge. In Mhow, Mr.
Gandhi recalled how he
lost his father and grand-
mother to violence — Rajiv
Gandhi was killed by a sui-
cide bomber who showed
up as a party worker and

»

Indira Gandhi by her body-
guards with whom Mr.
Gandhi played badminton
as a child. “I don’t fear
anyone. When you fear,
you hate,” Mr. Gandhi said.

Danger lurks. Friends
may be fake but enemies
are real. Mr. Gandhi hopes
sheer determination will
carry him forward.

The Upanishads implore
the human to explore the
real, the truth, his great-
grandfather ~ Jawaharlal
Nehru wrote in The Discov-
ery of India. “In the Aite-
reya Brahmana there is a
hymn about this long end-
less journey which we must
undertake, and every verse
ends with the refrain: Cha-
raiveti, charaiveti  —
‘Hence, O traveller, march
along, march along!””

The march is on. Long.
Arduous. Lonely.

M ND-NDE
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Focus on accuracy over
speed, Minister tells media

Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag
Thakur on Tuesday said presenting authentic
information was the prime responsibility of the
media, stating that with the expansion of social
media, fake news had proliferated. Speaking at
the opening ceremony of the Asia-Pacific
Broadcasting Union General Assembly-2022, the
Minister said, “While the speed with which
information is transmitted is important, accuracy
is even more important and should be primary in
the minds of communicators.” He added the
Indian government has promptly established a
“fact-check unit” in the Press Information Bureau
to counter unverified claims and present truth to
the people.

Adani Group bags bid to
redevelop Dharavi slums

The Adani Group has won the bid to redevelop
Dharavi, one of the largest slum clusters in the
world, with an initial investment of 35,069 crore.
It outbid the DLF Group, which had quoted
32,025 crore, S.V.R. Srinivas, chief executive
officer of the Dharavi Redevelopment Project,
said on Tuesday. The bid by the Adani Group is
the initial investment in the ¥20,000-crore
project, and according to the bid criteria, the
company will have to form a special purpose
vehicle. Thereafter, 20% of this initial investment
will have to be submitted before signing the
development agreement, and an additional 20%
on submitting an integrated master plan.

New Sundarbans district to
come up, says Mamata

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Tuesday said her government was creating a new
district of Sundarbans and working on a master
plan with the Centre to prevent river erosion in
the region. The Chief Minister was addressing a
gathering at Hingalganj in North 24 Parganas
district. A proposal for creating a separate
district of Sundarbans that is located in the
southernmost part of South 24 Parganas and
North 24 Parganas districts has been waiting for
some time. The Sundarbans with islands, creeks
and a mangrove forest, including a tiger reserve,
is home to about five million people.

‘Govt. not liable to pay for
COVID-19 vaccine deaths’

The government cannot be held liable to pay
compensation for deaths due to the
administration of COVID-19 vaccines, the Centre
has told the Supreme Court. “Holding the state
directly liable to provide compensation under the
narrow scope of strict liability for extremely rare
deaths occurring due to AEFIs (adverse events
following immunisation) from the use of vaccines
may not be legally sustainable,” the affidavit said.
The government said information was made
freely available in the public domain by both the
vaccine manufacturer and the Health Ministry.
More information could be had on asking health
workers at vaccination centres, it said.

Telangana gets recovery
notice for taking up works
not allowed under MGNREGS

Union Rural Development Ministry asks State government to return 1519 crore spent on

construction of platforms for drying fish and grain, in the name of foodgrain storage yards

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Rural De-
T velopment Minis-
try has served not-

ice on the Telangana
government to return
%151.9 crore spent under
the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme on con-
struction of platforms for
drying fish and grain which
is not permitted under the
scheme.

A Central team carried
out investigations in the
State between June 9 and
12. The team visited Kama-
reddy, Nalgonda, Kham-
mam, Jangaon and Hanu-
makonda, surveyed 12
gram panchayats in 10
blocks of these districts
and carried out sample
checks at 47 worksites.

Based on the team’s ob-
servations, a report was
sent to the State asking for
clarifications.  Following
the State government’s
clarifications, the total
amount of recovery was re-

Section 27 of the MGNREGA.

duced from %154.5 crore to
151.9 crore.

The team observed that
the drying platforms were
built under the name of
foodgrain storage building,
while no such building was
found at the work site.
Such platforms, the team
noted, were constructed
on individual beneficiary
lands. This work is not one
of the 265 permitted under
the MGNREGS. A total of

Response to violation: The Centre, in its notice, threatened to take action against the State under

22,613 such platforms were
constructed, and the team
found work ongoing on
another 17,250.

The Centre, in its notice,
threatened to take action
against the State under
Section 27 of the MGNRE-
GA that empowers it to give
directions to the State for
the effective implementa-
tion of the Act. A similar
action was taken earlier
this year against West

Bengal.

Rural Development se-
cretary Nagendra Nath Sin-
ha dismissed the allegation
that only States ruled by
the BJP had been targeted.
Mr. Sinha told The Hindu,
“Between August and Sep-
tember this year, we have
investigated ongoing works
in 114 districts on several
counts including tallying
the expenditure versus
physical reality.”

NITI Aayog proposes
decarbonising of
industrial emissions

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Carbon Capture Utilisation
and Storage (CCUS), the
technology for decarbonis-
ing emissions from high
polluting sectors such as
steel, cement, oil, gas, pe-
trochemicals, chemicals
and fertilizers, has a criti-
cal role to play for the
country to halve carbon
dioxide emissions by 2050,
says a report on the policy
framework of the CCUS
prepared by the NITI
Aayog and MN Dastur &
Company.

The report, released
here on Tuesday by NITI
Aayog Vice-Chairman Su-
man K. Bery, said the CCUS
technology would help in
promoting the low carbon-
hydrogen economy and in
removal of the CO2 stock
from the atmosphere.

Mr. Bery said the key
challenge would be to re-
duce the cost of the me-
chanisms to implement
the technology. “NITI
Aayog will try to develop a
consensus with other Mi-
nistries on the matter,” he
said. “We need a sustaina-
ble solution for the decar-
bonisation of sectors that
contribute to 70% of emis-

sion. CCUS has an impor-
tant and critical role to
play in it, especially for In-
dia to accomplish net-zero
by 2070.”

Mr. Bery said CCUS
could enable the produc-
tion of clean products
while utilising rich endow-
ments of coal, reducing im-
ports and thus leading to a
self-reliant India economy.
“CCUS also has an impor-
tant role to play in enabling
sunrise sectors such as coal
gasification and the nas-
cent hydrogen economy in
India,” he added.

Power Secretary Alok
Kumar said the focus
should be on research and
development, particularly
on cutting-edge technolo-
gies. “NTPC has taken
some R&D projects. Minis-
try has supported it,” Mr.
Kumar said.

NITI Aayog Member V.K.
Saraswat said that through
the technology, CO2 com-
ing from various thermal
power plants or industrial
plants would be captured.

The report said the key
to a successful CCUS imple-
mentation was to enact a
policy framework that sup-
ported the creation of sus-
tainable and viable mar-
kets for CCUS projects.

UNDP to help waste
segregation workers
access govt. schemes

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The United Nations Deve-
lopment Programme
(UNDP) is helping workers
in the waste segregation in-
dustry in India to move in-
to the formal economy, by
helping them access go-
vernment welfare
programmes.

As part of the initiative,
United Nations Under-Se-
cretary-General Usha Rao-
Monari will distribute “Jan
Dhan” account kits to
waste segregation workers
on December 1 during her
first visit to the country.

The opening of the ac-
counts has been facilitated
through the UNDP’s plastic
waste management
programme.

The programme pro-
motes the collection, se-
gregation, and recycling of
all plastics to move to-
wards a circular economy.

The programme also en-
sures the well-being and fi-

A Kkey objective of
the programme is
to help move

the sector from
informal to formal

nancial inclusion of the Sa-
fai Sathis or waste-pickers,
by linking them to social
protection schemes.

According to the UN
agency, a key objective of
the programme is to help
move the sector from infor-
mal to formal. So, the
UNDP has been assisting
the Safai Saathis, who con-
tribute immensely to re-
source management and
yet occupy the lowest rung
of the ladder of the circular
economy.

This is done by linking
the workers to social pro-
tection schemes such as
the Jan Dhan accounts,
Aadhaar cards, Ayushman
Bharat, pension schemes
and scholarships for
children.

India and Bangladesh establish
contact as more Kuki-Chin refugees
are expected to enter Mizoram

Vijaita Singh
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Ten days after the first
batch of over 270 Kuki-
Chin refugees crossed over
to India fearing an attack
from Bangladesh security
forces, government offi-
cials estimate that 150
more refugees are expect-
ed to seek shelter in Mizo-
ram in the next few days. A
source said India and Ban-
gladesh are aware of the
unique seriousness of the
issue and are in contact
with each other.

A senior government of-
ficial told The Hindu that 21
Kuki-Chin members had
entered Mizoram on No-
vember 27, taking the total
number of refugees to 293
so far.

While civil society
groups and the State go-
vernment have made ar-
rangements for the stay of
refugees in schools in Miz-

e —
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Behind influx: The members of the community fled Bangladesh
following a crackdown against the Kuki-Chin fighters.

oram, the Union Home Mi-
nistry is yet to take a con-
crete decision on their
repatriation.

A government official
said that since India is not a
signatory to the United Na-
tions Refugee Convention
of 1951 and its 1967 Proto-
col and does not recognise
refugees, undocumented
migrants are liable to be
prosecuted for violating
the Foreigners Act.

The members of the

community from the Chit-
tagong Hill Tract Area in
Bangladesh fled the coun-
try after the Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB) began a
crackdown against the Ku-
ki-Chin fighters, an armed
wing of the Kuki-Chin Na-
tional Front, a political bo-
dy that seeks various safe-
guards, and protection, for
the community.

Fighters of the Kuki-
Chin National Front had re-
ceived financial support

FAITH
Gunavaan

from Jama’atul Ansar Fil
Hindal Sharqiya (JAFHS), a
fundamentalist organisa-
tion of Bangladesh, in-
formed sources have
shared with The Hindu.
Dhaka believes that the Ku-
ki-Chin fighters had arms
training but were short of
financial resources, which
was supplied to them by
the JAFHS.

“We believe the reli-
gious fundamentalist
group had access to financ-
es that it has extended to
the Kuki-Chin groups. This
fact was revealed by some
of the members of the
group during interrogation
by the anti-terror forces of
the Government of Bangla-
desh,” a source familiar
with the financial network
between various such
groups active in the region
said. Bangladesh carried
out the special armed cam-
paign in October to nab the
cadre of the KCNF from the
Chittagong Hill Tracts.

Lord Narayana reclines in the Milky Ocean, from where
He takes His vibhava avataras. This ocean is like a nursery,
where seeds are planted, take root, and the seedlings are

later transplanted to a field.

Kooratazhvan’s Atimanusha stava focuses on the Lord’s
vibhava avataras, said Elayavilli Sriram, in a discourse. In
the very first sloka, Kooratazhvan talks of the Lord’s qual-
ity of ‘seela.” This is nothing but the quality we know as
sauseelya. It is His most significant quality. In the Ramaya-
na, sage Valmiki asks Narada, who in this earth, may be
said to be gunavaan, veeryavaan (person of valour), dhar-
mavaan (adherent of dharma), kritagnya (one who re-
members goodness shown to him), satyavaakyah (speaks
only the truth), and dhridavrittah (has determination).
Gunavaan could refer to any quality, which makes Him vir-
tuous. But what is that particular quality which is His dis-
tinguishing feature? That quality is sauseelya, and that is
what Valmiki is referring to here, when he says ‘gunavaan.’

For all other qualities of the Lord, we say the quality of
courage, or the quality of patience. But when we just say
guna, without qualifying it further, it is a reference to His
sauseelya. It was this quality that made Him befriend Gu-
ha and Sugreeva. He even welcomed into His camp Vibh-
ishana, the brother of the demon who had abducted Sita.
Not only did He make friends with Guha, but also saw him
as yet another brother. Most importantly, whether in the
Rama or the Krishna avataras, when He was friendly with
simple people, without a high rank in society, He never
thought that He was descending to their level and doing
them a favour. He was on equal terms with them.

M ND-NDE



Wednesday, November 30, 2022

DELHI

THE HINDU

World

13

TOKYO

Japan PM wants defence Budget

to reach 2% of GDP by 2027

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has told his Cabinet to
increase defence spending to 2% of GDP by 2027, up from a
long-standing level of around 1%. Mr. Kishida announced it to his
defence and finance ministers late on Monday, as Japan overhauls
its security strategies to address growing threats from China. arp

DOHA

Qatar announces deal to supply

natural gas to Germany from 2026

SINGAPORE

Singapore lifts gay sex ban, blocks

TEHRAN

Iran Guards General says more

marital equality for LGBTQ people

than 300 dead in Amini unrest

Ty

A

AP

Qatar on Tuesday announced to send liquefied natural gas to
Germany as Europe scrambles to find alternatives to Russian energy
sources. Qatar’s Energy Minister Saad Sherida al-Kaabi said up to
two million tonnes of gas a year would be sent for at least 15 years
from 2026, and that QatarEnergy was discussing other deals. arp

REUTERS

Singapore’s Parliament decriminalised homosexuality on Tuesday,
but amended the Constitution bolstering the existing definition of
marriage as between a man and a woman, closing the door on
equal marital rights for LGBTQ people. The old law penalised
relations between gay people with jail time of up to two years. arp

Iran has for the first time reported that more than 300 people have
died in over two months of protests sparked by the death of Mahsa
Amini in morality police custody. The Islamic republic has deployed
state security forces against what it labels “riots” that broke out
after the 22-year-old Kurdish-Iranian died on September 16. arp

Beijing to defuse protests with
carrots and sticks, pushes vaccine

Chinese health officials unveil plan to boost vaccination rates among the elderly, reduce the interval between doses from six

months to three. Of the 30 million Chinese population aged 80 and above, 65% had completed three doses, say sources

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

hina’s government
C on Tuesday said it
would launch a

new push to vaccinate the
elderly - a key step that
would enable an eventual
easing of the unpopular
“zero-COVID” policy -
while also pledging to
crack down on activities
that “disrupt social order”.
The ruling Chinese
Communist Party leader-
ship has not yet directly
commented on the wides-
pread and unprecedented
protests over the weekend
in cities across China but
has appeared to respond
with a two-pronged ap-
proach to deal with rising
public anger over continu-
ing lockdown restrictions.
On Tuesday, health offi-
cials unveiled a plan to
boost vaccination rates
among the elderly, a key
metric that the govern-
ment has cited to justify
the “zero-COVID” policy
warning that opening up
would lead to mass deaths.
Officials said of the 30
million Chinese aged 80

Under watch: A COVID-prevention worker guarding the entrance of a residential compound placed
under lockdown in Beijing, China, on Tuesday. AP

and above, 65% had com-
pleted the three doses of
Chinese vaccines required
to prevent hospitalisation
and death, up from 40%
last month. The push
would continue to vacci-
nate the vulnerable, focus-
ing for instance on nursing
homes, and would now re-
duce the interval between
doses from six months to
three, the National Health
Commission said, even as
the country continues to
deal with a COVID-19 wave
of 40,000 daily cases.
Officials of the commis-
sion at a daily briefing indi-

rectly acknowledged the
protests and called on local
officials to better respond
to “reasonable” requests
from the public. Cheng
Youquan, an official of the
National Disease Control
and Prevention Adminis-
tration, said “the problems
highlighted by the public”
were “not aimed at the epi-
demic prevention but fo-
cus on simplifying preven-
tion and control
measures”.

China’s security officials
have, however, struck a
harder tone, reflecting the
other side of the response

New Army
chief takes
charge in Pak.

Press Trust of India
ISLAMABAD

General Asim Munir, a
former ISI head, assumed
charge as the Pakistan Ar-
my chief on Tuesday, at a
time when the cash-
strapped country was in
the midst of a political slug-
fest between the govern-
ment and Opposition lead-
er Imran Khan.

General Munir replaced
General Qamar Javed Baj-
wa, who retired after serv-
ing two consecutive three-
year terms as the Army
chief in the coup-prone
country, where the mili-
tary wields considerable
power in matters of securi-
ty and foreign policy.

The new Army chief
would have to tackle a host
of problems, including the
threat from militants. He
takes charge a day after the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) called off an indefi-
nite ceasefire agreed with
the government and or-
dered to carry out attacks
across the country.

cM
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UK. govt. summons
Chinese envoy over
journalist’s detention

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

The Chinese Ambassador
to the UK., Zheng Ze-
guang, was summoned by
the British government on
Tuesday following the as-
sault and detention of BBC
journalist Ed Lawrence by
the police on Sunday,
while he was covering
protests against COVID
lockdowns in Shanghai.

U.K. Foreign Secretary
James Cleverly had in-
structed officials to sum-
mon Mr. Zheng to account
for Mr. Lawrence’s arrest,
the Foreign, Common-
wealth and Development
Office (FCDO) confirmed to
The Hindu.

Mr. Cleverly, who was in
Romania on Tuesday, em-
phasised the importance
of protecting media
freedoms.

Media freedom
“It is incredibly important
that we protect media free-
dom. It is something very
much at the heart of the
U.K’s belief system, and it
is incredibly important
that journalists can go
about their business un-
molested and without fear
of attack,” he said as per a
Reuters report.

The FCDO also said it
was in touch with Mr. Law-
rence, who has since been

»

released, and local authori-
ties.

A Chinese Embassy
(U.K.) spokesperson said
“foreign journalists need to
consciously follow Chinese
laws and regulations” in a
statement posted to the
embassy website.

‘End of golden era’
Outlining his foreign policy
for the first time on Mon-
day night, British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak had
said the “golden era” in
Britain’s relationship with
China was over, and that
the competition with Beij-
ing needed to be managed,
including with diplomacy
and engagement. He also
said competitors must be
met with “robust
pragmatism”

“Instead of listening to
their people’s protests, the
Chinese government has
chosen to crack down fur-
ther....including by assault-
ing a BBC journalist,” Mr.
Sunak told attendees at a
dinner organised by the
mayor of London’s finan-
cial district, the City of
London.

Former Conservative
party leader and Tory
backbench MP, Ian Dun-
can Smith, said on Monday
that Mr. Sunak’s planned
approach of “robust prag-
matism” was “getting pret-
ty close to appeasement”.

to the protests. With a hea-
vy deployment of security
personnel in many Chi-
nese cities including Beij-
ing and Shanghai, the prot-
ests of the weekend have
not been reported. On
Monday, a gathering in
Hangzhou in the east was
broken up by a heavy de-
ployment of police.

‘Maintain stability’

On Monday, Politburo
member Chen Wengqing
who heads the powerful
Central Political and Legal
Committee that controls
law enforcement including

the police, told a meeting
of the committee that polit-
ical and legal organs need-
ed “to resolutely maintain
national security and so-
cial stability.” “It is neces-
sary to resolve contradic-
tions and disputes in a
timely manner to help
solve the actual difficulties
of the people,” he said,
“and it is necessary to reso-
lutely combat hostile forc-
es, resolutely combat
crimes that disrupt the so-
cial order, and effectively
maintain the stability of
the overall social
situation.”

Several universities have
said they will send stu-
dents home early for the
winter break and even pay
for their journeys home, in
a bid to defuse the protests
seen on more than 50 cam-
puses. Police in several ci-
ties have also been con-
ducting random checks of
smartphones for banned
apps such as Telegram,
which were believed to
have been used to share in-
formation and organise
some of the gatherings that
called for an end to lock-
downs.

Chinese billionaire Jack Ma
Tiving in Japan, says report

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

Chinese billionaire and Ali-
baba founder Jack Ma has
been living in Japan amid
the Chinese government’s
ongoing crackdown on
technology companies, ac-
cording to a report on
Tuesday.

The usually high-profile
Mr. Ma has stayed away
from the public spotlight in
China for more than two
years and has avoided pu-
blic engagements, coincid-
ing with regulatory probes
targeting e-commerce
giant Alibaba and its finan-
cial payments arm Alipay.

Mr. Ma has been living in

Jack Ma

Japan for at least six
months, the Financial
Times reported on Tues-
day.

He has also kept a low-
profile in Tokyo, where he
is living with his family,
along with his private chef

and security, and “keeping
public activities to a mini-
mum”.

Mr. Ma limits his engage-
ments to visiting a few ex-
clusive private clubs and
spends his time painting
and collecting modern art,
the report said.

Many wealthy Chinese
have left the country since
2020, to avoid the continu-
ing “zero-COVID” pandem-
ic restrictions that have
both disrupted life in Chi-
na and made it difficult for
Chinese to travel abroad.

International flights are
yet to return to normal
while all foreign arrivals
are still made to undergo
quarantine.

Five Palestinians killed, Israeli
soldier wounded in West Bank

Agence France-Presse
RAMALLAH

Israeli troops shot dead
four Palestinians in the oc-
cupied West Bank on Tues-
day, Palestinian officials
said, before a suspected
car-ramming attacker was
killed after wounding an Is-
raeli soldier, Israeli medics

and the Army said.

The Army confirmed its
troops had fired on “rio-
ters” who attacked soldiers
in two separate clashes in
the West Bank overnight.

The 20-year-old woman
soldier was “moderately
injured and evacuated to a
hospital for medical treat-
ment” following the sus-

pected car-ramming north
of Jerusalem, the Army
said. Jerusalem’s Shaare
Tzedek hospital confirmed
the alleged attacker had
been killed.

The West Bank has suf-
fered spiralling violence
this year, with near daily Is-
raeli Army raids leading to
scores of deaths.
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same denominations as
paper currency and coins

Sundaram
Home to lift
deposit rates
from Dec. 1

Press Trust of India
CHENNAI

Sundaram Home Finance
(SHF) is set to raise the in-
terest rates it pays on fixed
deposits with effect from
December 1.

SHF said it will increase
rates by 50 basis points for
trusts, individuals (7.15%
against 6.65%) and senior
citizens (7.50% against 7%)
on deposits for 12 months.

For senior citizens, SHF
would revise the rates to
7.50% (7.35%) for tenures
of 24 months, 7.80%
(7.65%) for 36 months and
8% (7.90%) for 48 months.

“Depositors may find
this fourth upward revi-
sion attractive,” SHF MD
Lakshminarayanan Durais-
wamy said in a statement.

Finished steel imports
from Russia hit 4-year
high in April-October

Reuters
NEW DELHI

India’s finished steel im-
ports from Russia during
April-October rose to their
highest in at least four
years, government data
compiled by Reuters
showed, underscoring
Moscow’s bid to divert
shipments in the wake of
Western sanctions.

Russia’s steel exports to
India reached 1,49,000
tonnes in the first seven
months of the current fis-
cal that began in April, up
from about 34,000 tonnes
shipped a year earlier.

Russia accounted for
just about 5% of India’s to-
tal steel imports but was
among the top five
exporters.

JSW Steel Ltd., India’s
largest steelmaker by ca-
pacity, said six to seven dis-
tressed Russian steel ship-
ments arrived during the
current fiscal year.

Other than buying large
quantities of steel from
Russia, Indian firms have
also been importing coking
coal from Moscow.

FinMin calls
for meet on
cross-border
rupee trade

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry has
convened a meeting of CE-
Os of banks, including top
six private sector lenders,
on December 5 to discuss
ways to promote cross-bor-
der trade using the rupee
instead of the U.S. dollar.
Sources also said the
meeting to be attended by
other stakeholders, includ-
ing senior officials of Exter-
nal Affairs and Commerce
Ministries, will review the
progress made so far.
Financial Services Se-
cretary Vivek Joshi will be
chairing the meeting. It is
likely to see attendance
from representatives of the
Reserve Bank of India and
Indian Banks’ Association.

Sanctions-hit Russia said to ask
India for parts for cars, aircraft

Reuters
NEW DELHI

Moscow has sent India a
list of more than 500 pro-
ducts for potential delivery
including parts for cars,
aircraft and trains, four
sources familiar with the
matter said, as sanctions
squeeze Russia’s ability to
run vital industries.

The list is provisional
and it is unclear how many
items will eventually be ex-
ported, but an Indian go-
vernment source said the
request was unusual in its
scope.

India is keen to boost
trade in this way, said the
source, as it tries to narrow
a ballooning trade deficit

cM
K

with Russia. Some compa-
nies have expressed con-
cern, however, about po-
tentially falling foul of
Western sanctions.

An industry source in
Moscow, who declined to
be named because of the
sensitivity of the issue, said
Russia’s Ministry of Indus-
try and Trade asked large
companies to supply lists

»

of raw materials and equip-
ment they needed.

The source added that
further discussion would
be needed to agree specifi-
cations and volumes and
that the outreach was not
limited to India.

Russia’s requests were
made weeks ahead of In-
dian Foreign Minister S.
Jaishankar’s visit to Mos-
cow starting Nov. 7, two of
the Indian sources said. It
was not immediately clear
what was conveyed by him
to Russia during the visit.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s government has
not joined Western coun-
tries in openly criticising
Moscow for the war in Uk-
raine, and has sharply in-

creased purchases of Rus-
sian oil that have
cushioned it from some of
the impact of sanctions.
During the Moscow vi-
sit, Mr. Jaishankar said In-
dia needed to boost ex-
ports to Russia to balance
bilateral trade that is now
tilted towards Russia.
Western sanctions have
crippled supplies of some
crucial products in Russia.
Airlines are experienc-
ing an acute shortage of
parts because almost all
planes are foreign-made.
For aircraft, Russia re-
quested items including
landing gear parts, fuel sys-
tems, communication sys-
tems and life jackets and
aviation tyres.

Mumbai, New Delhi, Ben-
galuru and Bhubaneswar.

3.70 lakh, a Civil Aviation
Ministry official said.

sector, which was ‘a daunt-
ing challenge’.

Australian Dollar 54.88 55.09

Source:Indian Bank
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CAMARADERIE

Fernandes believed Ronaldo had

scored first goal against Uruguay

A
Bruno Fernandes said he thought Cristiano Ronaldo had scored
Portugal’s opener. “| celebrated as if it had been Cristiano’s goal, it
seemed to me that he had touched the ball, my aim was to cross
the ball for him. What’s important is that we were able to go to the
next round,” said Fernandes.

CARRYING ON

Pepe becomes third oldest

World Cup outfield player

A

Centre-back Pepe became the third oldest outfield player in World
Cup history after he started for Portugal against Uruguay on
Monday. Cameroon’s Roger Milla remains the oldest aged 42 while
playing in USA 1994, while Canada’s Atiba Hutchinson (39), playing
in this tournament, is also older than Pepe by a couple of weeks.

BIG BLOW

Neymar to miss Brazil’s final group

BEARING THE BRUNT
World Cup frenzy puts strain

game against Cameroon

Neymar will miss Brazil’s last group game against Cameroon
because of his right ankle injury, the team doctor Rodrigo Lasmar
said on Tuesday. Lasmar said Neymar also had a fever on Monday,
which “was under control” and would not affect his ankle

treatment.

on Qatar’s ‘Ships of the Desert’

A

Qatar’s camels are working overtime, given the stream of fans for
the month-long World Cup. ‘Riding a camel on the rolling dunes, is
the fans’ ideal Instagram moment. Camel handlers are cashing in on
the opportunity, making several times more money than they

normally would.

Senegal shatters Ecuadorian hearts

The dogged Ismaila converts from the spot for the opener after being chopped down by Piero Hincapie; Ecuador battles back through

Caicedo’s goal before Koulibaly drives the knife in further with a strike from close range; Netherlands coasts past Qatar to top Group A

FIFA WORLD CUP

Ayon Sengupta
DOHA

he drums rolled,
T the fans danced,
and their team ab-

sorbed their energy and ex-
pended it on the field. In
the end, Senegal managed
to rattle Ecuador with its
two goals to the latter’s one
and book a berth in the
World Cup’s round of 16.

Coach Aliou Cisse, a Se-
negal legend and now
Snoop Dogg lookalike, used
the speed of Iliman Ndiaye
and Ismaila Sarr in the
wings to regularly move
beyond the highline that
Ecuador maintained. Sarr
was dogged and the goal
came when Piero Hincapie
brought the Senegal winger
down like a farmer running
his sickle through the
wheat crop.

Moments were lost as Se-
negal, missing its regular
penalty-taker Sadio Mane,
had a mid-pitch dispute to
settle the choice for the im-
portant task. Sarr was en-

trusted and he kept his cool
to sweep it beyond Hernan
Galindez.

Senegal dominated
throughout and should
have been ahead by the
third minute as Idrissa
Gueye found a gaping hole
in the Ecuadorian defence,
but he failed to keep his
shot on target. It was Bou-
laye Dia who dragged the
next one wide after Gueye
had scurried inside the box.

Ecuador, though, found
its equaliser as Moises Cai-
cedo was rather fortunate
for a flick from a corner to
land on his feet and Yous-
souf Sabaly on the goal-line
playing him onside. Goal-
keeper Edouard Mendy
could just be another on-
looker as Caicedo rolled in
the goal.

The Senegalese reaction
was instant, and its lead
was re-secured two mi-
nutes later. A free kick from
the right bounced off Hin-
capie, and skipper Kalidou
Koulibaly thumped his
team back in the lead with a
swat of the right boot.

Koulibaly’s  armband
was an homage to Papa

A by
i 0 &

Point-blank: Senegal skipper Koulibaly fires home the winner and sends his team into the knockouts. GE

Boupa Diop, the scorer of
Senegal’s winning goal over
defending champion
France in Korea-Japan, who
had passed away in 2020.
And the team of 2022 paid
him the perfect tribute by
moving into the knockouts
like the class of 2002.
Meanwhile, Cody Gakpo
netted his third goal in

three games as the Nether-
lands comfortably beat
hosts Qatar 2-0 at the Al
Bayt Stadium to secure top
spot in Group A.

The results:

Group A: Ecuador 1 (Caicedo 67)
lost to Senegal 2 (Ismaila 44-pen,
Koulibaly 70).

Netherlands 2 (Gakpo 26, De
Jong 49) bt Qatar 0.

e
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Final Group A Standings

P W
Netherlands (Q) 3 2 1 0 4 7
Senegal (Q) 3 2 0 1 1 6
Ecuador 3 1 1 1 1 4
Qatar 3 0 0 3 -6 0
Q: QUALIFIED

Portugal enters the
knockout phase

Agence France-Presse
DOHA

Bruno Fernandes scored
twice to give Portugal a 2-0
victory over Uruguay on
Monday and send it into
the knockout stages along-
side France and Brazil.

Portugal dominated the
first half, but the main dra-
ma came after the break.
Fernandes created space
for himself on the left and
curled an inswinging cross
into the mixer, with Ronal-
do breaking the offside
trap to attempt a glancing
header.

As the ball nestled in the
goal, Ronaldo wheeled
away in celebration but FI-
FA decided he had not
touched the ball.

Uruguay coach Diego
Alonso threw on forwards
Maxi Gomez and Luis Sua-

rez as the South Americans
belatedly began to exert
some pressure, and both
came close to an equaliser.

Gomez’s rasping drive
from 20 yards came back
off the post with Costa bea-
ten, while Suarez hit the
side netting from close
range. With the 90 minutes
almost up, Fernandes nut-
megged Jose Maria Gime-
nez, whose trailing hand
diverted the ball away from
the midfielder and pre-
vented him from finding
himself one-on-one with
Rochet.

Iranian referee Alireza
Faghani awarded the spot-
kick after a VAR check and
Fernandes sent Rochet the
wrong way.

The result:

Group H: Portugal 2 (Fernandes
84, 90+3-pen) bt Uruguay 0.

Group H

P W GD PTS
Portugal (Q) 2 2 0 0 3 6
Ghana 2 1 0 1 0 3]
South Korea 2 0 1 1 -1 1
Uruguay 2 0 1 1 -2 1
REMAINING FIXTURES: Q: QUALIFIED

DEC. 2: Ghana vs Uruguay; South Korea vs Portugal

Argentina chases a win;
only an upset will deny
France top spot in group

Ayon Sengupta
DOHA

88,966 pairs of eyes trans-
fixed on one player, a re-
cord World Cup crowd in
28 years at the Lusail Sta-
dium followed Lionel Mes-
si’s every manoeuvre. And
Messi, looking to rediscov-
er the euphoria that usual-
ly his game brings, sud-
denly was up from his
stupor, scoring and then
assisting to restart Argenti-
na’s World Cup ride.

But a win against Po-
land is still needed and
draw, too, could be
enough if Mexico and Sau-
di Arabia also end in a dea-
dlock. “We haven’t done
anything yet. A slip-up like
the one the other day can
tarnish anything,” said Ar-
gentine manager Lionel
Scaloni, aware of the dan-
ger the Poles possess.

A big win might ensure
a top spot in Group C and
keep France away from Ar-

gentina’s path in the
round of 16. Two Kylian
Mbappe  strikes had

helped Les Bleus to down
La Albiceleste 4-3 in the
same stage four years
back.

A draw will see an effi-
cient Poland through. And
the Argentines, who were
breached by the quick
movements of Saudi Ara-
bia in the first match, must
be extra cautious while
dealing with Robert Le-
wandoski, the new Barce-
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The orchestrator: Argentina will need Messi to come up with
another magical performance to ensure its progress. GETTY IMAGES

lona fulcrum.

The presence of Dutch-
man Pol van Boekel, who
ruled out three Argentine
goals for offside against
the Saudis, in the VAR con-
sole will be another worry
as Poland is expected to
maintain a similar high-
line.

Saudi Arabia can be-
come the first team from
the host continent to make
it to the knockouts if it
wins against Mexico, a
draw will also suffice if Po-
land beats Argentina and
sends Messi home early.

An Argentine win and a
draw for Saudi will bring
goal difference in play for
Poland (4 points, +2 goal
difference) and the Asian
giant (3 points and -1 goal
difference), but Mexico
must win to harbour any
hopes of adding to its re-

»

cord of making it past the
group stage in the past se-
ven World Cups.

In Group D, France is al-
ready through and only a
loss to Tunisia and an Aus-
tralian win over Denmark
will take away its top spot.
A reinvented Antoine
Griezmann, playing in a
deeper role, has been a
marker and a carrier for-
ward, Didier Deschamps’s
excellent answer to the
missing pieces of Paul Pog-
ba and N°’Golo Kante.

Only a win will keep Tu-
nisia in contention, and
even then, it’ll need Den-
mark to at least get a draw
against the Aussies. It the
other game, the Danes will
need a win, while a draw
might be enough for Aus-
tralia unless of course the
Tunisians  shock the
French.
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[ can hit a golf ball, but
[ cannot walk: Woods

HERO CHALLENGE

Ashwin Achal
NASSAU

Tiger Woods made the
tough decision to withdraw
from the Hero World Chal-
lenge (HWC) here. Woods,
who has not played a tour
event since the Open
Championship in July, will
continue to serve as the
host of the HWC.

A foot injury (plantar
fasciitis) has forced Woods
to pull out.

Speaking to the media
here, Woods said, “It was a
tough decision. I want to
play. I can hit the golf ball,
but I cannot walk. I've had
a few setbacks over the
years that I've been able to
play through. But with this
one, I just cannot. As I
walked more, the worst it
got. Only time and treat-
ment can heal me.”

Woods, 46, spoke at
length about the split in the
golf world caused by LIV
Golf. Woods explained that
a peaceful solution is possi-
ble, provided LIV Golf CEO
Greg Norman exits the
stage.

“There is an opportuni-
ty if both organisations put
a stay on the litigations.
There is no willingness to
negotiate if there is a litiga-
tion issue. And first of all,
Greg has to go. Then we
can talk freely,” Woods
said.

Woods admitted that the
Official World Golf Ranking
(OWGR) system used by the

PGA Tour is flawed and
needs improvement.

“The OWGR is a flawed
system. That’s something
we all recognise. The field
at Dubai (DP World Tour
Championship) got less
points than Sea Island, and
more of the top players
were there in Dubai. How
do you fix it? The main
tours that are involved have
to come up with a better
system than what is in
place now,” Woods said.

LIV Golf offers tremen-
dous financial reward to
the players, but Woods ex-
plained that the PGA Tour
boasts of a proven legacy.

“We cannot compete
dollar for dollar with LIV
Golf. But what we can do is
talk about better opportun-
ities for younger players

»

No clubbing: Woods, seen with Hero MotoCorp’s Pawan Munjal,
will only be involved as a host. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

getting onto the Tour, what
it means to play on the
Tour, and how important it
is to have a legacy and be
able to win major cham-
pionships. They (players
who have switched to LIV
Golf) are taking a chance of
never ever, ever getting a
chance to play in major
championships. So where
does your legacy stand?

“Players who switched
to LIV Golf might say ‘I
went on the Tour and made
a lot of money, but I never
got to win any tournaments
that are of value that would
put me in the Hall of Fame’.
You want to compare your-
self to (Ben) Hogan, (Sam)
Snead, and (Jack) Nicklaus.
You can’t do that over
there, but you can on this
Tour.” Woods said.
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Men in Blue will hope
for rain-free final ODI

The challenge for the visitors will be to post an above-par score on a ground

where swing bowlers have ruled the roost in recent times

INDIA IN NZ

Press Trust of India
CHRISTCHURCH

rustrated by the
F weather, a desper-
ate Indian team will
pray for a rain-free final
ODI against New Zealand
in its bid to square the se-
ries. Scattered showers are
forecast. With the series on
the line, Shikhar Dhawan
and his men will have to
really apply themselves at
the Hagley Oval, which has
traditionally helped seam
bowlers and has an aver-
age score in the 230 range.
India’s first PowerPlay
batting has been much
talked about and skipper
Dhawan knows a sea
change in approach is ur-
gently required. Shubman
Gill has shown intent in
shot selection with scores
of 50 and 45 not out, so has
Suryakumar Yadav, who is
in an incredible vein of
form.
But the challenge for In-

Need for speed: Gill, who has had decent scores, will be crucial in India’s scheme of things. GETTY IMAGES

dia will be putting up an
above par score on a
ground where swing bow-
lers have ruled the roost in
recent ODIs. And for that,
not just the openers or Su-
rya but the likes of Rishabh
Pant also need to step up.
For New Zealand pacers
Matt Henry, Tim Southee
and Lockie Ferguson,
there couldn’t be a better

venue to exploit the frail-
ties in India’s batting. Tom
Latham and Kane William-
son will be the thorn the
Indian bowlers will be
looking to blunt.

The teams (from):

India: Shikhar Dhawan (Capt.),
Shubman Gill, Suryakumar Yadav,
Shreyas lyer, Rishabh Pant (wk),
Sanju Samson (wk), Deepak
Hooda, Washington Sundar,

Kuldeep Yadav, Yuzvendra
Chahal, Deepak Chahar,
Arshdeep Singh, Shardul Thakur
and Umran Malik.

New Zealand: Kane Williamson
(Capt.), Finn Allen, Devon
Conway, Tom Latham, Daryl
Mitchell, Glenn Phillips, Michael
Bracewell, Tim Southee, Matt
Henry, Adam Milne, Jimmy
Neesham, Mitchell Santner and
Lockie Ferguson.

Match starts at 7 a.m. IST.

Hurley, Archana
bowl India u-19 to
thumping win

Sports Bureau
MUMBAI

The India under-19 wo-
men’s team defeated New
Zealand under-19 by 110
runs in the second T20
here on Tuesday. Opting to
bat, India posted 176 for six
in 20 overs before Hurley
Gala (three for 18) and Ar-

chana Devi (three for 15)
shot out the visitors for 66
in 15 overs.

The scores: India under-19 176/6
in 20 overs (G. Trisha 36, Shweta
Sehrawat 34, Soumya Tiwari 31,
Amie Hucker 2/33, Kayley Knight
2/28) bt New Zealand under-19
66 in 15 overs (Hurley Gala 3/18,
Archana Devi 3/15, Mannat
Kashyap 2/2).

Ad DEXKE Z2aRA KICK

-

= SUP

=Amul
ERSTAR BUTTER'

daCunha/AB/848

India-A takes opening day’s
honours against Bangladesh-A

Press Trust of India
COX’S BAZAR (BANGLADESH)

The pace-spin combo of
Navdeep Saini and Sau-
rabh Kumar impressed as
India-A grabbed the open-
ing-day honours against
Bangladesh-A in the first
‘Test’ here on Tuesday.
Opting to field, Saini (3/
21), Saurabh (4/23) and Mu-
kesh Kumar (2/25) helped
India-A bundle out Bangla-
desh-A for 112 in 45 overs.

In reply, the visitors fin-
ished the day strongly at
120 for no loss.

Yashasvi Jaiswal and
skipper Abhimanyu Eas-
waran were looking good
on 61 and 53.

After Saini and Mukesh
picked up five of the top six
with just 63 runs on the
board, the hosts recovered
somewhat to cross three fi-
gures owing to Mosaddek
Hossain’s 63. Hossain
struck six fours and three

sixes. Bangladesh was reel-
ing at 26 for five at one
stage.

When the Indians bat-
ted, Jaiswal struck eight
fours in his 106-ball knock
and Easwaran six fours off
111 balls.

The scores: Bangladesh-A 112 in
45 overs (Mosaddek Hossain 63;
Navdeep Saini 3/21, Saurabh
Kumar 4/23) vs India-A 120/0 in
36 overs (Yashasvi Jaiswal 61
batting, Abhimanyu Easwaran 53
batting).

LIVE TELECAST
v

New Zealand vs India: 3rd ODI,
Prime Video, 7 a.m.

Australia vs West Indies: 1st
Test, day 1, Sony Sports Ten 5 (SD
& HD) & LIV, 7.50 a.m.

Vijay Hazare Trophy: (semifi-
nals): Star Sports 1 (SD & HD) &
Hotstar, 9 a.m.

Hockey: India vs Australia, SS Se-
lect 1 (SD & HD) & Hotstar, 2 p.m.

Sri Lanka vs Afghanistan: 3rd
ODI, Sony Sports Ten 5 (SD & HD)
& LIV, 2.30 p.m.

PKL: Star Sports 2 (SD & HD) &
Hotstar, 7.30 p.m. onwards

FIFA World Cup 2022: Sports
18-1 (SD & HD) & Jio Cinema App,
8.30 p.m. & 12.30 a.m. (Thursday)

INBRIEF

Parteek’s performance hel

ps

Giants end Paltan’s streak

Parteek Dahiya (19 points) powered Gujarat
Giants to a 51-39 victory over Puneri Paltan in the
Pro Kabaddi League at the Gachibowli Indoor
Stadium in Hyderabad on Tuesday. Giants’
victory broke Paltan’s five-match winning streak
for Paltan. The teams went into the break with
Paltan leading 22-21 before Parteek and Giants
turned it around in the second.

His ‘work done’, Ross Brawn

decides to retire from F-1

Ross Brawn announced on Monday that he was
retiring and leaving his position as managing
director of motorsports at Formula One, which he
had held since 2017. “My time with Formula 1 is
now coming to an end,” the Englishman, who
turned 68 last week, wrote on the Formula One
website adding “now is the right time to retire.”

Sumit and Ramkumar fuel
Indian Oil past ONGC for the title

Kamesh Srinivasan
NEW DELHI

Sumit Nagal and Ramku-
mar Ramanathan powered
Indian Qil to a 2-0 victory
over Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) in the
final of the 41st PSPB inter-
unit tennis tournament on
Tuesday.

Sumit overcame a stiff
resistance from Vishnu
Vardhan for a 6-4, 3-6, 6-1
victory in the first singles.
Competing in the Challen-
ger circuit, Sumit was
sharp and took charge of
the situation on key points.
Ramkumar closed the con-
test with a 6-3, 6-4 win over
Yuki Bhambri, who rarely
plays singles these days.

Sumit and Ramkumar
also set up a title clash in
singles, by beating Rohan
Bopanna and Yuki
respectively.

In the women’s event,

Champion: The Indian Oil team — Ramkumar, Divij , Sumit and
Bopanna — which emerged victorious. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the final will be between
the top two seeds Ankita
Raina and Riya Bhatia.

The results:

Men (semifinals): Ramkumar
Ramanathan bt Rohan Bopanna
9-5; Sumit Nagal bt Yuki Bhambri
9-6. Doubles (semifinals):
Rohan Bopanna & Divij Sharan bt
Udit Gogoi & Chandrashekhar
Mohanti 6-2; Vishnu Vardhan &
V.M. Ranjeet bt Anup Toppo &
Sunny Rajpal 6-1.

Team (final): Indian Oil bt ONGC

2-0 (Sumit Nagal bt Vishnu
Vardhan 6-4, 3-6, 6-1; Ramkumar
Ramanathan bt Yuki Bhambri 6-3,
6-4).

Women (semifinals): Ankita
Raina bt Prarthana Thombare
6-4; Riya Bhatia bt Bagmishree
6-1. Veterans (semifinals): K.S.
Rawat bt Rajkumar Dube 6-2; V.N.
Prem Prakash bt Pratul Saikia
6-0.

Team (final): ONGC bt HPCL 2-0
(K.S. Rawat bt Sukhwinder Singh
6-0, 6-0; Prem Prakash bt Rahul
Borah 6-1, 6-0).

Objections against
candidature of Minister,
Kamlesh, three others

Rakesh Rao
NEW DELHI

Gujarat Home Minister
Harsh Sanghvi has entered
the fray for the post of Presi-
dent of the Table Tennis
Federation of India (TTFI)
despite doubts over his
membership of the Gujarat
State Table Tennis
Association.

The eligibility of Sanghvi
and four others — eight-time
National champion Kam-
lesh Mehta (Assam), Harish
Kumar Kakkar (Chandi-
garh), Ajay Sharma (J&K)
and V. Bhaskar Ram (And-
hra) — has been questioned
by the rival group, and the
Returning Officer Justice Vi-
neet Saran was expected to
give his verdict on Wednes-
day.

The objections against
Sanghvi and Kamlesh are
that they were not elected

members by the association
they represent. Sanghvi’s
name does not appear in
the minutes of Gujarat’s last
AGM while Kamlesh re-
signed from Maharashtra
via on Nov. 21.

Ajay Sharma, nominee
for the post of treasurer, fac-
es the question that he has
not served the stipulated
cooling period after being
an office-bearer in J&K
while Bhaskar Ram was a
vice-president in the sus-
pended executive barred by
the Delhi High Court.

Harish Kakkar could be
disqualified as government
employees are barred from
holding any post in National
Sports Federations.

A4
Vijay Hazare Trophy
Wednesday’s semifinals
Karnataka vs Saurashtra;
Maharashtra vs Assam

Kiran, Vivaan come
up trumps in trap

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

Kiran beat Manisha Keer
2-1 in the shoot off for the
gold after the two were tied
on 30 in women’s trap in
the 65th National shotgun
championship on Tuesday.

With qualification top-
per Rajeshwari Kumari
(116) losing the race for the
medal round in the semifi-
nals, the 23-year-old Kiran,
who trains at the same
range under coach Vikram
Chopra, was quite at home
in the climax, as she beat
experienced shooters who
had won the national
championships earlier.

In men’s trap, Vivaan
Kapoor prevailed over

cM
K

Manisha Keer, champion Kiran, Shreyasi Singh. KAMESH SRINIVASAN

Prithviraj Tondaiman 31-27
for the gold. In fact, Vivaan
had made the “golden hit”
when he was on 30, with
Prithviraj on 27 and only
two birds left in the final.
However, the referee conti-
nued the competition for
another shot that merely
delayed the celebration.

The results: Men: 1. Vivaan
Kapoor 31 (21) 121; 2. Prithviraj
Tondaiman 27 (23) 121; 3.
Bhowneesh Mendiratta 22 (22)
120; 4. Bakhtyar Uddin Malek 11
(21) 121.

Junior men: 1. Jaswinder Singh
31(21) 118; 2. Aryavansh Tyagi 29
(22) 118; 3. Bakhtyar Uddin Malek
20 (23) 121; 4. Vivaan Kapoor 13
(20) 121.

Women: 1. Kiran 30(2) 114; 2.
Manisha Keer 30(1) 114; 3.
Shreyasi Singh 18 (115).

»

Delhi gets the better

of Uttarakhand

makes quarterfinals

NATL. BASKETBALL

Sports Bureau

Prince Tyagi (39) and Ma-
nik Ohlyan (22) did the
bulk of scoring in helping
Delhi to a 104-81 victory ov-
er Uttarakhand in a Group
C league match of the 72nd
National basketball cham-
pionship at the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Stadium in Udai-
pur on Tuesday.

Delhi made the quarter-
finals along with Tamil Na-
du, Railways, Haryana,
Punjab, Services, Kerala
and Telangana.

In the women’s section,
Railways, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Kerala,
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and
Maharahstra made the
quarterfinals.

Select results:

Men: Group A: Telangana 80
(Nathan 20, M Raju 16, Gowtam
12) bt Maharashtra 71 (Sayyed 20,
Navin 14, Raj Kalbhor 14).

Group B: Services 94 (Mandeep
Singh 16, Akhilesh Kumar 14, Ajay
Singh 11, Magipal Singh 11) bt
Kerala 70 (Sajesh 16, Sejin

Mathew 13, Shanaz Muhammed
12, Rahul Sharath 12).

Madhya Pradesh 104 (Prakash
Misra 25, Christopher Minhas 15,
Rakesh Kumar Sharma 13, Surya
Pratap Singh 12) bt West Bengal
93 (Raghav Sehgal 30, Arshdeep
Singh 24).

Group C: Tamil Nadu 115 (Muin
Bek 20, M Aravind Kumar 19,
Baladhaneswar 14, Lokeshwaran
12) bt Mizoram 64 (Vanal
Thazhuala 22, Zonunsanga 11).

Delhi 104 (Prince Tyagi 39, Manik
Ohlyan 22, Abhishek Tyagi 12) bt
Uttarakhand 81 (Prashanth
Rawat 25, Arjun Singh 18, Keshar
Singh 17, Amandeep 11).

Women: Group A: Railways 109
(M Pushpa 18, Madhu Kumari 12,
Nisha Sharma 12, Dharshini 10,
Navaneeta 10, Poonam
Chaturvedi 10) bt Karnataka 52
(Varsha Nandini 14, Pavani
Sangwan 11).

Group B: Tamil Nadu 65 (Sruthi
27, Shobhana 12) bt West Bengal
58 (Nivya Raj 21).

Group C: Kerala 89 (PS Jeena 20,
Stephy Nixon 19, Minnu Maria 14)
bt Uttar Pradesh 59 (Sanju Yadav
22, Sruti Yadav 13).

Group D: Delhi 74 (Raspreet
Sidhu 22, Khushi Ahlawat 11) bt
Odisha 59 (Lipramayee Satapathy
20, Anuradha Seth 11).

Perfect day for Mamedyarov
and Dzagnidze

TATA STEEL CHESS

P.K. Ajith Kumar
KOLKATA

She was on 9/9 in Chennai.
Just three months later, in
another Indian city, Po-
land’s Oliwia Kiolbasa is on
0/3. Sport is like that, of
course, as the footballers
of Argentina and Germany
would also testify.

If the woman who
stunned the world at the
Chess Olympiad in August
lost all her games on the
opening day of the Tata
Steel Chess India tourna-
ment, another won all
hers. Nana Dzagnidze of
Georgia thus emerged as
the early leader in the in-
augural edition of the wo-
men’s event here on
Tuesday.

Kiolbasa was, in fact,
one of her victims. Her oth-
er wins came against In-
dians B. Savitha Shriand R.
Vaishali. The host’s best
bet, Koneru Humpy, had a
fairly good day, on which
she faced Ukrainians in ev-
ery game. The score read
Humpy 2 Ukraine 1.

Clean slate: Dzagnidze, right, defeated Vaishali, one of the three
players she conquered on Tuesday. DEBASISH BHADURI

The former World rapid
champion scored an im-
portant win against Anna
Muzychuk, drew with her
younger sister Mariya and
Anna Ushenina. With two
points, she is among the
four players in the second
position.

The open event also has
a leader with a perfect
score in Shakhriyar Mame-
dyarov of Azerbaijan. Fol-
lowing him a point behind
is the Indian duo of Arjun

Erigaisi, the defending
champion, and Nihal
Sarin.

The results (third round):

Open: Nodirbek Abdusattorov
(Uzb) 1.5 bt Hikaru Nakamura
(US) 0.5; Vidit Gujrathi 1 lost to
Nihal Sarin 2; D. Gukesh 1.5 drew
with Arjun Erigaisi 2; S.P.
Sethuraman 0.5 lost to Parham
Maghsoodloo (Ira) 1.5; Wesley So
(US) 1.5 lost to Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov (Aze) 3.

Women: Mariya Muzychuk (Ukr)
2 drew with Koneru Humpy 2; B.
Savitha Shri 0.5 drew with Anna
Muzychuk (Ukr) 1; R. Vaishali 1.5
bt Vantika Agrawal 1; Oliwia
Kiolbasa (Pol) 0 lost to Nana
Dzagnidze (Geo) 3; Anna
Ushenina (Ukraine) 2 drew with

Dronavalli Harika 2.

BCCI serves
conflict of
interest notice
on Binny

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

BCCI ethics officer Vineet
Saran has served a conflict
of interest notice on board
president Roger Binny. Sa-
ran has asked Binny to file
a written response by De-
cember 20 against the con-
flict of interest allegations
levelled against him.

The complainant, San-
jeev Gupta, has alleged
that Binny is conflicted as
his daughter-in-law works
for Star Sports which has
home season media rights
for Indian cricket.

“You are hereby in-
formed that a complaint
has been received under
Rule 39(2)(b) of the Rules
and Regulations of BCCI by
the Ethics Officer, BCCI for
breach of Rule 38 (1) (i) and
Rule 38(2) of the said rules,
constituting an instance of
conflict of interest on your
part.

“You are directed to file
your Written Response to
the accompanying com-
plaint on or before 20/12/
2022. The said response
should be supported by a
duly executed affidavit,”
wrote Saran in the notice
dated November 21.

Binny had become the
36th BCCI president in Oc-
tober, replacing former In-
dia captain Sourav
Ganguly.

The 67-year-old played
27 Tests and 72 ODISs for In-
dia.

Fletcher’s
strike gives
Neroca win
against
Kenkre

Sports Bureau

Jourdaine Fletcher struck
in the 57th minute as Nero-
ca defeated Kenkre 1-O in
their I-League contest at
the Cooperage Ground in
Mumbai on Tuesday.

It was Neroca’s second
win in four matches (six
points) while Kenkre re-
mained at four points in
four games.
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